HIV/AIDS awareness centre 
opens in K&K- pages 10 and 11 
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George goes green 


By Jo Duckies 

ST George’s, Newbury has 
launched an appeal to become 
the UK’s first carbon neutral 
church. The church is set to slash 
it’s carbon footprint from 15 
tonnes per year to zero. 

The £908,000 scheme will see 
the church become self 
sufficient in energy, drawing its 
power, light and heat from 
renewable sources. It will have 
an insulated floor and walls. 

Nobel Laureate Sir John 
Houghton and former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, Lord 
Carey of Clifton, spoke at the 

launch event on November 1 1 
Church members and local 
dignitaries were among the 
crowds who gathered, many of 
them wearing poppies, to hear 
about the ambitious plans. 


Vicar, the Revd Paul Cowan 
said: ‘This was really appropriate 
as this building was built as a 
memorial to those who lost their 
lives in the First World War, and 
the 6,000 men who lost their 
lives on Wash Common in 1643.' 

He said: ‘There’s a dragon in 
our midst. We keep it locked up 
in our church crypt and we have 
been too scared to go down and 
slay it. Like the dragon of old it 
emits carbon fumes. 

‘ I’m talking about our heating 
system.’ He said the three 
inefficient, gas guzzling boilers 
will be replaced with underfloor 
heating.' 

Sir John gave a brief 
description of how global 
warming works, and the 
devastating impact it is having 
on the world. 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 > 


Royal opening for Britwell 



THE Princess Royal shakes hands with the Revd John Choriton 
at the opening of the brand new St George's Church, Britwell, 
Slough. Turn to page three for a full report. 


Street Pastors patrol Wantage and Grove 


TEAMS of Street Pastors have 
started working in Wantage and 
Grove. 

Eleven of Wantage’s 12 
churches have joined forces for 
the scheme, which sees teams of 
volunteers head out onto the 
streets on Friday nights. It is 
thought this is the first time 
Street Pastors have been trained 
up to patrol in the Diocese of 
Oxford. 

There are more than 100 
teams of Street Pastors in 
different areas of the UK. There 


have been significant drops in 
crime in those areas. 

In Wantage and Grove there 
are 24 Street Pastors and about 
24 people who pray while the 
patrols are happening. And 
there is a waiting list of another 
24 people who want to do the 
training. 

Neil Townsend, pastor of 
Wantage Community Church, 
said: ‘The vision of Street Pastors 
is to be a helping hand and a 
listening ear. We became aware 
that at certain times there are 


people on the streets of Wantage 
who would benefit from a 
helping hand and a listening 
ear. We care about our 
community and believe God 
cares about our community. We 
want to be a practical expression 
of Jesus’ love in our community.’ 
When the Door w T ent to press 
the pastors had been working 
for six weekends. Mr Townsend 
said: ‘There have been a 

number of situations where we 
have just been there for people 
who have found that their 


evening hasn't gone as die way 
they might have hoped and we 
are listening to them. We have 
handed out more than 20 pairs 
of flip flops, and our lollipops 
have been very well received. 

‘It does seem to already be 
changing die atmosphere of the 
streets of Wantage and Grove. 
‘All of the churches believe we 
want to see Christ's love to be 
expressed in our community so 
we put aside all our differences 
and got on with doing that.' 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3 > 
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Letters comment 



Comment 

by Ruth Conway 

Cash not credit 


this Christmas 


£ "y se cash, not credit cards’ is 
. one of many money-saving 
tips for Christmas shopping 
being offered on the Church of 
England website. 

Operation Noah goes one step 
further, inviting us to ‘reclaim 
Christmas’ by ‘shopping less and living 
more’. There’s an encouragement to 
be creative, getting together with friends 
and family to make our own presents. A 
couple interviewed for the BBC 
‘Christmas Voices’ last year made 
handicrafts with their children and 
chutneys from their fruit trees, and 
found they spent half as much on 
presents, while doubling the number of 
people they gave to. Or again, setting 
aside time to spend with someone costs 
no money, but could be more 
appreciated than an off-the-shelf 
present. 

As those of us going to the WAVE (see 
in brief column on page three ) will witness, 
the challenge is not only to cut down on 
the money we spend, but to cut down on 
carbon emissions. While demanding 
real commitments from political leaders, 
cutting consumption (think of the 
associated fossil-fuel use and the tons of 
plastic packaging thrown away) is a place 
for all of us to start. 

Reclaiming Christmas starts with 
reclaiming Advent, the traditional 
month of preparation before Christmas. 
Not four weeks of frenzied shopping 
marked by stress, needless debt and 
damage to God’s creation, but a time of 
eager expectation, preparing to 
celebrate the birth, in all simplicity, of 
the Christ child. Surely, there we will 
find God’s word among us with a clear 
message ‘Live simply’. 

The consumer world tells us not to 
wait but, in the words of a credit card 
advert, to ‘take the waiting out of 
wanting’; to buy now, or even to ‘buy 
now and pay later’. Can’t we rather use 
Advent to ‘pray now and buy later’, 
indeed to ‘put the waiting back into 
wanting’? 

For a CofE online advent calendar visit 
www.whywearewaiting.com. For more 
details of living simply visit 
www.operationnoah.org. 

Ruth Conway is a member of the Oxford 
Diocesan Environment Group and is on the 
leadership team of the European Christian 
Environmental Network. 



J Thought for 
? the month 

by David Winter 


On entering the house , they saw the child 
with Mary his mother; and they knelt down 
and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of 
gold, frankincense and myrrh. Matthew 2: 11. 

E very Christmas they re-appear 
- I’m referring to the so-called 
‘Three Wise Men’, frequently 
masquerading as kings. 
Splendid in royal robes, they 
enter the stable and donate startling 
presents to an astonished Mary and 
Joseph - well, you'd be astonished if such 
exotic people turned up in a posh 
maternity ward, let alone a humble 
peasant sleeping place. 

It’s always assumed there were three 
(no evidence for that) and that they were 
‘kings’ (no evidence for that, either). But 
the really misleading assumption is that 
descriptive word ‘wise’. They were 
undoubtedly clever, powerful and 
intimidating, but it seems to me they 
didn’t learn real wisdom until they 
confronted the child Jesus. 

The early Fathers of the Church 
regarded this story very differently from 
the way we present it today on Christmas 
cards and in nativity plays. For them the 
Magi, to give them their proper tide, 
were exactly what that word implies - 
magicians, sorcerers, dealers in spells 
and auguries. In the ancient world they 
wielded terrifying power. No one in the 
Gentile world of the time would buy 
land, or go to war or marry without the 
say-so of the local magus , the soothsayer. 
The whole world was in thrall to 
superstition, from the poorest and 
simplest to the richest and cleverest. 


Here is the first century bishop of 
Antioch, Ignatius, on the subject: ‘Until 
these days’ (after the coming of Jesus) 
‘evil forces have dominated the world - 
magic, evil spirits, superstition. The 
coming of Jesus took those forces by 
surprise ... A star shone, more brilliant 
than the rest. 

It baffled the men of magic, the seers . 

. . and with that star a new age dawned, 
for the old powers of magic and sorcery 
were broken and superstition received its 
death-blow. The age-old empire of evil 
crumbled, for God was now appearing in 
human form to bring in a new age, a new 
kingdom.’ The key to understanding this 
strange story, for those early Christians, 
lay in one sentence in Matthew’s Gospel: 
‘On entering the house, they saw the 
child with Maiy his mother; and they 
knelt down and paid him homage’. 

Literally, they fell down and 
worshipped him - the representatives of 
the old order submitted to the new one. 
For me, this story is full of profound 
meaning, but only if we see its true 
challenge. The Magi didn’t really 
become ’wise’ until they recognised in 
that Child the wisdom of God. As 
Ignatius also said, ‘God has acted, Jesus 
Christ has come, a new age has dawned’. 

Not just for them, but for us, too, 
magic, superstition, ’fate’ and ‘reading 
the stars’ are part of the old order. Now 
we are living in God’s new age, free to 
follow conscience, free to followjesus, 
free from dread notions of fate. Oh, and 
in case you think those ideas are no part 
of modern life, just check how many 
people read their astrological prediction 
in newspapers and magazines, and how 
many think their lives are shaped by 
their ‘star sign’. Perhaps we still need to 
learn the lesson of the Magi! 

Canon David Winter is a former Diocesan 
Adviser on Evangelism , former BBC head of 
religious affairs y a broadcaster and author of many 
books. 
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Audio version 


Sight impaired 
people can now 
get a free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting 
Graham 

Winterbourne on 

01884 840285 


Comings and Goings * 

The Revd Dr Anthony Rustell will take 
up post as Priest in Charge at St 
Frideswide with Binsey (in addition to his 
current posts); The Revd Toby Wright 
will take up post as Team Rector in 
Witney; The Revd Dani Munzo-Trivino 
has resigned from his post as Team Vicar 
in Marlow; The Revd Sally Wright will 
take up post as Associate Priest in 
Witney; The Revd Stephen Jones will 
take up post as Area Dean for 


The cattle are lowing 

THE cattle will literally be lowing during 
a live nativity in an Oxfordshire barn. 

Reflections from the perspectives of the 
main characters from the story of Jesus’s 
birth will be read out during the 
performance at Foxbury Farm, Brize 
Norton. It will be read to an audience of 
people dressed as their favourite nativity 
characters. The readings will be 
interspersed with traditional carols. Last 
year it proved so popular people had to 
be turned away at the barn gates, but it is 
hoped that this year, the newly 
refurbished farm will have space for a 
bigger audience. 

The show has been put on by 
NECKLACE (North East Carteron Key to 
Life and Caring for Everyone) which runs 
the Shilton Park Cafe Church and a 
variety of family friendly events including 
puppet shows, craft hours and a buggy 
club throughout the year. Tickets for the 
nativity, at 3.45pm, on Sunday, 13 
December, cost three pounds for adults 
and one pound per child and are 
available from Foxbury Farm, Brize 
Norton, tel. 01993 867835. 


ONLINE 


Visit www.brizenorton.org.uk/necklace 

to find out more. 


LETTERS 


ANIMAL MAGIC 

IT was a great pleasure to welcome The 
Right Revd John Pritchard, Bishop of 
Oxford, to All Saints Church, Wokingham 
to preach and bless the arrivals at this 
year’s annual service of thanksgiving for 
creation and blessing of animals on 20 
September. This was the 21st service 
since I started it in 1 988 and as always it 
was well attended by people and animals 
of every kind and refreshments were 
available for all after the services. 

The collection amounted to £1 50 
divided between the Anglican Society for 
the welfare of animals and the local 
branch of Cats Protection (Reading East, 
Wokingham and Bracknell). Bishop John’s 
address will be in the 2010 Spring edition 
of the ASWA Bulletin. 

Next year we look forward to The Right 
Revd Stephen Cottrell coming again and 
the service will be on Sunday 1 0 October 
at 3pm in All Saints Church as usual. 
Marcelle Williams, Wokingham . 


A LADDER TO THE LIGHT 

Jacob’s Ladder? (Re: Prayer and 
Reflection, November 2009 Door) Why 
can I see only a misshapen cross with an 
oval in the middle? I cannot see a maze 
so I wonder what is it all about? 

John Layne, Slough 
I apologise if the newsprint reroduction didn’t 
do the subtle, artistic image justice - Editor. 


Woodstock; The Revd Jan Henderson 

will take up post as Rector for 
Ellesborough, The Kimbles and Stoke 
Mandeville; The Revd Dr Martin 
Connop Price has resigned from his 
post as Rector in Shiplake. The following 
have been given permission to officiate: 
The Revd Jo Williams; The Revd Nick 
Denham; The Revd Canon Geoffrey 
Shaw. We recall with sadness the death 
of The Revd Michael Northwood from 
Marlow. 





the Door DECEMBER 2009 



News 


George goes green 



Aylesbury’s Christmas outreach 



Pictured above are the annual Christmas Day celebrations at St 
Mary’s Church, Aylesbury. The event, organised by the church, 
provides a lunch for vulnerable people from across the town. 

Royal opening for Britwell 



CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1 

He said: *¥011 are transforming 
your building and 40 per cent of 
the emissions in the world come 
from buildings. You are taking 
your beautiful building and 
transforming it into a zero 
energy building. 

'The world has got a long way 
to go before it becomes zero 
carbon. What’s more you are 
centred in die faith community 
and 1 believe it’s the faith 
communities diat will lead the 
world in the transformation that 
needs to happen. What’s more 
you are not saying it’s going to 
take 10 years. I was amazed to 
discover that by this time next 
year you will have done it.’ 

Lord Carey, who along with his 
wife, Eileen, is a member of St 
George’s, said: This is a very 
courageous undertaking and 
one for which St George’s 
deserves much credit. With 


He said the training has given 
people the confidence they have 
needed to get out there and use 
their gifts to help others. 

Father John Salter, Wantage 
parish priest, said the Street 
Pastors had been launched 
because of good inter- 
denominational relations in the 
town. ‘We took the idea to a 
public meeting in the civic hall 
where a couple of hundred 
people turned up. 

'We invited people to sign up 
and it was done in the context of 
worship and it was able to 
embrace all traditions. 24 people 
signed up for the first lot of 
training, and now we have a 
waiting list of people who want 
to be trained up to take part in 
this ministry. 

'It works on a number of 
levels. For me the primary thing 
is it’s something that Churches 
Together in Wantage are doing.' 

‘People think Wantage is 
lovely and it is, but it does have a 
darker side. On the first night 
out there were five arrests from a 


more than 16,000 churches in 
the Church of England there is 
now an urgent need for 
exemplary projects such as this 
one, to lead the way and from 
which others can learn and be 
encouraged. 

‘This ambitious project will 
lead the way in showing what can 
be achieved, with some ambition 
and imagination, to tackle 
climate change, one of the most 
pressing issues of our time.’ 

The congregation aims to 
raise £100,000 of the cost of the 
scheme in various ways. 

Churchwarden Carole Neal 
said that will include a talents 
scheme, in which congregation 
members are given £10 and 
challenged to use it to make 
more money. Last time a similar 
scheme included strawberry tea 
events, cake making, biscuit 
making, car servicing, baby 
sitting and curries. 


number of fights and it was quite 
an eye opener for some of the 
Street Pastors. They didn't 
believe it happens, but it does.’ 

The Revd John Robertson, 
Grove parish priest said: ‘Six 
people from our congregation 
are involved and thev are 
thoroughly enjoying it and 
finding it worthwhile.’ He said 
his involvement had been 
working with the police and the 
council on fundraising for the 
scheme.’ 

Retired teacher Betty Collins, 
78, described her experiences as 
a Street Pastor as ‘absolutely 
brilliant’. Mrs Collins, who leads 
the local Mother's Union and is 
involved in the Women’s World 
Day of Prayer as well as being a 
regular Street Pastor. 

She said: ‘The best thing is 
meeting the young people, who 
are so appreciative. They can’t 
understand why we are doing 
this for nothing. 

'Last Friday they tried to give 
us some money. They couldn't 
understand why we w r ere helping 
them with their problems for 
nothing.’ 


THE BRAND NEW 7 St George’s, 
Britwell, is now fully open for 
business. 

Although the builders left in 
June, the church was officially 
opened by the Princess Royal at 
the end of October when she 
toured the building and 
unveiled a plaque to mark the 
occasion. At Lhe end of a short 
service, the former Bishop of 
Oxford, now Lord Harries of 
Pentregarth, gave a blessing. 

The completion of the new 
church in a deprived area of 
Slough comes at the end of a 
long journey. St George’s was 
originally founded in the 1950s 
as a mission parish from the 
neighbouring Farnham Royal, 
when the Britwell estate was 
built to house the Lxmdon 
overspill. 

The first services were held in 
a builder’s hut, before a 
purpose-built church opened in 
1961. However, this building 
developed "concrete cancer” 
and was declared unsafe. It was 
finally closed in 2002, and 
demolished in 2005, leaving the 
congregation to meet in 
borrowed accommodation 
nearby. 

Now all that has changed. 


After a huge fundraising effort, 
building began last year and the 
project was completed this 
summer. The church is a multi- 
purpose building that can be 
used for all sorts of community 
purposes in addition to Sunday 
worship. It is designed to be 
environmentally friendly, and 
incorporates rainwater 

harvesting and a photovoltaic 
panel. 

The Revd John Ghorlton, 
Vicar of St George's, described 
Princess Anne’s visit as ‘an 
honour and a mark of a turning 
point' for the church and the 
community, and thanked her for 
spending time with the St 
George’s family. Both church 
and community had gone 
through troubled times in recent 
years, he said. Although things 
were improving, there was still a 
long way to go. 

‘This church stands as a 
witness to God’s eternal love, a 
home for healing and hope, of 
reconciliation and recovery and 
will play its full part in the future 
of the community,’ he told the 
congregation. ‘It also say's loud 
and clear that the Church of 
England has not forgotten 
Britwell and North borough.’ 


IN BRIEF 


Join the Wave 

CHRISTIANS are set to join a 
march to form a blue wave 
around the Houses of Parliament 
to call on the Government to take 
action on climate change on 
Saturday 5 December. 

The Wave event takes place 
ahead of the climate change talks 
set to take place in December in 
Copenhagen. An ecumenical 
church service will take place at 
Westminster, Central Hall, at 
1 1 am. After the service they will 
be joining national Christian 
leaders including the Archbishop 
of Canterbury, Rowan Williams, 
on the march. At least 3,000 
Christians, dressed in blue and 
carrying banners, are expected to 
join in the event. 


‘Edgy’ new Synod 

THE NEW diocesan synod met 
for the first time in November. 

In his Presidential address, 

Bishop John reminded everyone 
of the ‘Living Faith for the Future’ 
priorities. He hoped the newly 
elected body would be ‘edgy’ in 
its pursuit of the Living Faith 
vision. 

*1 hope we’ll have an 
adventurous Synod,’ he said. 
‘Why not take risks and see what 
God has in store for us?’ The 
meeting began with worship 
reflecting the diocesan link with 
Kimberley & Kuruman (see 
feature on pages 1 0 and 1 1 ) in 
South Africa and a presentation 
from the link committee. 

Judith Scott and the Revd 
Andrew Bunch were elected as 
Vice Presidents for the houses of 
laity and clergy respectively. Brian 
Newey remains Chair of the 
Board of Finance. The Synod 
approved the budget for 2010, 
which is based on an average 
share increase of 2.5%, and a 
rise of 1 .5% for stipends and 
salaries. These figures have been 
adjusted downwards in response 
to the current financial climate 
from the 3.5% (share), 3.5% 
(stipends) and 3% (salaries) 
figures proposed earlier in the year. 

The Synod approved the 
incorporation of the Board of 
Education as a company limited 
by guarantee. Log on to 
www.oxford.anglican.org/synod/ 
to read Bishop John’s presidential 
adress. See www.oxford.anglican. 
org/ worldwide for details on K&K. 

Climate event 

CHRISTIANS from across the 
diocese will be meeting in Great 
Missenden on March 6 for an 
ecumencial climate change 
conference. 

Speakers will address the 
impacts of climate change 
worldwide and ‘reasons for hope’ 
and there will be workshops on 
topics including parishes’ 
experiences with renewable 
energy, answering climate 
change questions and creating 
worship that incorporates climate 
issues. 


Street Pastors patrol Wantage and Grove 


CONTINUED FROM PAGE t * 
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Advertising 

January 2010 
titles from 
Cornerstone 

Cornerstone Vision publish four 
newspapers in January some of which will 
be in the churches just before Christmas. 
The titles are the GRAPEVINE which 
covers the Bath and Wells Diocese. 26,000 
copies are distributed throughout churches 
in Somerset. Nearby 30,000 copies of the 
SARUM LINK are distributed throughout 
the Salisbury Diocese in Dorset and 
Wiltshire. The Oxford diocese is served by 
THE DOOR with 35,000 copies in churches 
in Oxfordshire, Bedfordshire and Berkshire. 
Parts of east London and Essex are 
covered by the Diocese of Chelmsford and 
with 31 ,000 copies its paper is THE 
MONTH. 

There are early deadlines on those four 
papers so if you are looking to reach that 
readership in January phone the sales team 
now on 01752 225623. For editorial stories 
and event listings ring the editor direct. 

The usual range of features will run 
throughout the group in 2010 including 
subjects as diverse as Lent, Retreats, 
Education and Care for the Elderly. To find 
out more call the sales team now. 
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With supported housing ami nursing care, the Church 
of England Pensions Board provides security and peace 
ol mind in retirement to those who have tflven their 
lives towards helping others in the name of Christ, 
including Clergy Widows and Ueensed Lay Workers, 


We rely on donations and legacies to continue this 

much needed work. 


PHASE HELP US IN AN'! WAY YOU CAN 


I he Church of England Pensions Board (CIO 12/09) 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SVVlP 3 YS 
lei: 020 7898 1800 
Web: wwwAepb.org.uk/appeals 
Email: enquiries^cepb.c-of-c.org.uk 


Registered Charity Number: 2J6627 



ALCOHOLISM — a family disease not a disgrace (stage 2) 



Being directed id Ai-Anon (Family 
Groups) became my saving Grace. 
There is a social stigma and 
emba rra ssment asso ciated with 
almhnfam but there I met the most 
rrmarkahlc people and through them 
and additional information (1 wrote to 
America for this initially and found 
Tfce Booze Bottle by Ruth Maxwell 
invaluable - unfortunately now out of 
print) I began to learn about the effects. 
I was ready to accept that it is a family 
illness as I had concluded this myself 
before I joined the fellowship (AA is 
widely known but Al-Anon is not, 
regretfully' - both in existence over 50 
years). It has no dues for membership 
but exists through voluntary 
contributions. It is worldwide and there 
are few cities without at least a weekly 
Al-Anon meeting to offer for those 
suffering the trauma of the effects of 
someone elses alcoholism. You can go 
anywhere in the world and are welcomed 
and accepted just as you are in whatever 
circumstances you find yourself. 

It was here that I gained support to work 
effectively and constructively with the 
alcoholism in my life, which profoundly 
affects the whole family and anyone 
closely associated with the drinker. The 
denial is so strong that we were told at 
Broadway Lodge, where my children and 
I went for family therapy, that death can 
result. With the knowledge that is gained 
you have to leam to manage with ‘tough 
unconditional love* and this is not widely 
known. Most people affected by a serious 
drinking problem in their lives enable' 


and perpetuate the disease and 
professionals who do not have specialized 
knowledge add to this, unfortunately. It 
is very rare to find people in the UK who 
are fully aware and it is controversial here 
in its treatment. 

Through the Al-Anon groups I learnt 
how to take care of myself, and ray 
children: it is largely a self-development 
process. It took considerable time before 
I began to get to grips with the measure 
of the disease, which is extremely 
complicated and creates a lot of anxiety 
and trauma. The dynamics in the 
relationship and the games that are played 
need to be recognized and changed. 
Examples are: 

• I learnt that we do not cause it, cannot 
control it and cannot cure it. 

• It is futile to discard the drink, the 
person will only find or buy more, 
wasting money. 

• The most effective time to report 
factually the circumstances through which 
you lived and how you felt, was waiting 
for the remorse to come through: usually 
3-4 day’s after a severe drinking bout and 


ensure no engagement with argument, 
which fuels the next excuse to drink. 

• It is important not to accept 
unacceptable behaviour and best not have 
lengthy conversations late into the 
drinking nighi as they arc rarely 
remembered the next day and the 
experiences are repeated again, wasting 
time and using up precious energy. 

• The person suffering from alcoholism 
develops a Jekyll & Hyde personality. 

• Children of the family can become 
considerably disturbed and distressed. 
There can be violence, which it is 
important not to tolerate, and 
preparations may need to be made for 
safety bolt-holes in the event. 

• It culminates in financial hardship and 
fragmentation of the family - and even 
death. 

My life, as a result, has been transformed 
beyond my wildest dreams. Reaching out 
for help, which takes enormous courage 
or comes about due to utter despair, 
became my greatest strength. I follow the 
principles and values of the 12 Step 
Minnesota model with all my heart and it 


is a great philosophy by 
which to live life and has 
stood me in good stead for 
all of my life’s challenges. 

I have greater 
understanding and 
acceptance of the human 
condition (and many 
people have addictions of 
various kinds) and I am 
more compassionate and 
empathetic. It creates an 
acceptance of the individual as they are 
and gives courage and support to make 
the changes that are recommended to be 
made, in your own time and at your own 
pace with the choices that you make. It is 
a path of rigorous honesty. The 
exploration is one of adventure to discover 
who you really are and who you want to 
become and make changes for this to 
occur. It is a gentle, slow process but very’ 
worthwhile. 

It saddens me that little is 
known of the Al-Anon 
Family Groups. Anonymity 
is the foundation and it is, 
tragically, a well-kept secret 
on this account. Iliere are 
many leaflets and books of 
wisdom available for our 
understanding, effectiveness 
and personal recovery. Visit 
the w-ebsite or telephone to 
discover more, to find a 
contact or where your 
nearest meeting is in vour 
locality’. 

Education is the key: My car 


states Alcohnlimn if a family disease not a 
riifgyarr - declared by World Health 
Organisation in 1956*. This is bold 
education without effort and so the seed 
planting has begun to sprout. 

SALLY 

SELF-HELP GROUPS: 

Al-Ano n Fa mily Grou ps & Ajateen 
Confidential helpline 0207 403 0888, 

61 Great Dover Street, London SEl 4YF 
Website: al-anonuk.org.uk 
NACOA: National Association of 
Children of Alcoholics Confidential 
helpline td: 0800 358 3456, PO Box 
64, Fishponds, Bristol, BS16 2UH 
DrugFAM td: 0845 388 3855 Lxxal 
support group information Oakley Hall, 8 
Castle Street, High Wycombe 
www.drugfam.co.uk 
ymw.coap-gftyk 

Children of Alcoholic Parents and 
People website forum. 
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First balloon to the palace 



A FTVE-year-old boy was amazed to 
receive a personal message from the 
Queen after she picked up his balloon 
while out walking her corgis. 

Charlie was one of around 50 school 
children whose balloons were sent up, up 
and away during an end of term event at 
Little Marlow Church of England Infant 
School in Buckinghamshire in July. 

Mead teacher Anne Harding, said: 
‘Everyone was asked to be very still and 
quiet while a prayer was said, thanking 
God for a wonderful year together and 
asking him to w r atch over each one of us 
during the holidays. After the .Amen, 
three cheers were given; die countdown 
from 10 began and on zero the balloons 


were released.’ 

The event is the school’s wav of 
celebrating the next step for children 
who are about to move on to junior 
school. The balloons contain numbered 
tickets and labels, encouraging finders to 
return them. 

When the Queen spotted the ticket she 
entrusted her personal assistant, Angela 
Kelly, to return it to Charlie, with a note. 

Charlie, who visited Buckingham 
Palace to see die changing of the guard 
during the summer holidays, found his 
green balloon tucked inside the envelope 
when he opened it. The Queen 
suggested Charlie should have a treasure 
box and keep the balloon in it. 


Meet Holy and Moses 



Pics: Julia Howard 


MEET Holy and Moses, two church mice characters r 
created by children’s writer Claire Selby and 
illustrator, Julia Howard as part of an outreach 
project at St John the Baptist Church, Moulsford. ' ^ 

They are die main characters in a children’s book. 

Holy and Moses. Readers are introduced to die mice at the annual carol service 
when they are discovered in die crib. Each story focuses on a different church 
season, Lent, Easter, harvest. Advent and Christmas. The book contains Kenneth 
Grahame style illustrations and a Lexicon at the end of each story, explaining what 
important ‘church words’ mean. 

To order a copy of the book, which costs £4.99 Email brevanffiknowlesO 1 .com . 


IN BRIEF 


Calling all parish editors 

DO you need some inspiration? Have 
you just taken over and don't know 
where to start? Or have you got some 

great ideas to share? 

There will be two workshops for 

magazine editors in 2010, covering topics 
such as sourcing good material, editing it, 
and designing pages to maximum effect. 
Thanks to sponsorship by Parish Pump 
this will cost just £5 (including lunch). 

The workshops will be held at Diocesan 
Church House, Oxford, on Saturdays 6 
February 2010 and 4 September 2010 
and run from 1 0 a.m. till 3.30 p.m. To book 
a place contact Iris Lloyd on 
iris.lloyd@virgin.net or 01488 686372. 


The Christmas Factor 

Enter the Christmas Factor and win 
£1 ,000 by writing the lyrics and 
composing a three-verse Christmas 
carol. 

The contest has been launched by 
ChurchAds.Net and Ecclesiastical 
Insurance after a survey revealed that only 
two per cent of people plan to go carol 
singing this year. 

For more information visit 
www.churchads.net. 


Advent podcasts 

CANON Ed Newell, sub-dean of Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral will be recording 
this year's Advent podcasts. 

The four weekly podcasts will be 
available on the front page of the diocesan 
website, starting from Advent Sunday 


AUTHORS 

PUBLISH VOUR BOOK 
ALL SUBJECTS INVITED 

FICTION NON FICTION. 
8IOGRAPHY/WEMOIR. HISTORICAL. 
POETRY. SPIRTTUAUSELF-HELP 
RELIGIOUS 

WRITE OR SEND 
YOUR MANUSCRIPT TO: 

ATHENA PRESS 

QUEEN S HOUSE. 

2 HOLLY ROAD. 
TWICKENHAM 
TW1 4EG, ENGLAND 

www athenapress.com 
info@athenapress com 



FREE SPECIALIST 
CATALOGUE 


MWUil 

National 


Fruit 
Specialists 

Over 300 apple vanefiei 
on M26 (8ft) and manyonM27 (Aft) 
PitwTfte, Upr^rt Cordons, Famrfy Trees erf 0>my 
Pkjm. Apple Pwr. Pud) and to mutfi more 1 

Send for latest 
Catalogue loads of offers 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshtli, isle of M ght P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24brs) 

Td: 01983 522243 Fax; 01983 523575 
Email: infoOdeacomnuneryfr urts.couk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitsxo.uk 


* A 
n 
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Quality bespoke church furniture 
makers from concept to delivery. 
Single items to complete re-orders. 

The Old Coach House, 53b Rear Oxford Street 
Weston-super-Mare, Somerset BS23 1TR 
Telephone & Fax: 01934 618111 
Email: info9fuilemflnerfiirniture.co.uk 
www. fuliersfinerfu rnitu re.co.uk 


Life Transforming Training 
in Healing, Discipleship 
& Evangelism 

(from 10 weeks to 1 year) 


WWW 


NeverEverTheSame 


.com 


HI Id Ministries 


+44(0)1252 794 060 






v SPECIAL OFFER 

Extended until 25th December 


ERE I AM 
WORSHIP 



ALL REGULAR CDS £9.97 +p&p 



MATT REDMAN 



WWW. CR0SSRH YTHMS. CO. UK/DIRECT 
OR CALL 01782251000 




MUSIC, BOOKS & DV0S FOB LIFE 
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Spotlight on 


Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 


Independent Examination of Annual 
Charity and P.C.C. accounts. 

Qualified Examiner available 
(Fellow of the Association of Charity 
Independent Examiners). 

Modest fees . 

Generous time given. 

Rev’d. A. A. Clements. Tel: 01257 271782 
E-mail: fr_alan@btinternet.com 


St Peter & St Paul 
West Way, Botley, Oxford 

APPOINTMENT OF 
ORGANIST/MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

We are a family-centred church, seeking to 
bring the Good News of Jesus Christ to our 
local community. We follow a moderate High 
Church tradition of the Church of England, 
but we welcome Christians from all traditions 
to join in our life of prayer and worship. 

The past year has seen a considerable 
expansion of the choir. We are now looking 
for an enthusiastic organist/choirmaster who 
is keen to share in developing both traditional 
and contemporary music at the church. 

The Sunday service is at 1 0.30. with choir 
practice currently on Thursday evenings. 
RSCM rates. 


JOB VACANCY 


MULTIMEDIA 
VOLUNTEERS FOR 
MISSION 

Love working with podcasts, videos or 
photos? CMS, a pioneering mission 
community, has great opportunities for you. 
Seeking: 

Volunteer video editor: slice, dice 
and upload 

Volunteer audio producer: take our 
mission podcast to the next level 

Volunteer digital photo librarian: 
so many photos, so little time 

To apply for any of these vital volunteer roles, 
contact Angela Wenham at 
angela.wenham@cms-uk.org 
or 01865 787543. 

Registered Charity number: 220297 



Sharing Jesus, changing l ives 



Spiritual direction 

Guidance for hearing Gods voice 

So what is Spiritual Direction? Here three people describe how they have benefitted both from 
having Spiritual Directors and being trained to help others using this ministry. 



M Y confirmation as an adult was 
the first time I felt overwhelmed 
by the very real sense of God’s 
love for me, writes Sue. Here was the 
‘something more’ that I’d felt to be 
missing in my life. 

Talk of a journey with God was a 
wonderful invitation, but at this point it 
was head knowledge for me. 1 read the 
books, went to the seminars, but how ? 
would I move from head knowledge to 
heart knowledge? The leaders of my 
church were very supportive and 
encouraged me to go on a week of 
accompanied piayer. 

This involved meeting a prayer guide 
for an hour daily, and then spending time 
in piayer at home. This might centre on 
a Bible passage, an ongoing concern, or 
simply resting quietly in God’s presence. 
I'd note what had come out of that time, 
and then talk over my feelings and 
reactions the next day. 

In the course of a week I seemed to 
become tuned in to how r God had been 
‘talking’ with me. I’d begun a process of 
noticing God in moment by moment 
encounters; slowing down the daily rush. 
That week was a ‘journey’ for me, it 
opened the experience of being in 
relationship with God. 

I was moving from head knowledge to 
heart knowledge. At the end, when we 
met up to reflect it was suggested that w r e 
pursue ‘accompanied prayer’ with a 
spiritual director. At this stage I didn’t 
know what a spiritual director ‘did’. It 
sounded like a pupil/teacher 
arrangement, but I soon found out this 
wasn't the case. There was an initial 
meeting at her home in which I shared 
more details of my ‘faith background* 
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and some of the uncertainties I still had, 
particularly around my prayer life wTrich 
was, at best, sporadic. 

As I drove to this first meeting I 
remember thinking ‘What shall I talk 
about?’ Coming aw r ay I realised that 
hadn't been a problem. I'd felt 
completely at ease sharing my thoughts, 
even though this was sometimes painful 
to do, and I w r as confident everything 
said was in absolute confidence. 

This was really liberating. We usually 
meet monthly, and I find it really helpful 
to share what’s been going on and where 
I am in my spiritual life. It’s an 
opportunity to voice to inner thoughts, 
and often in so doing I discover for 
myself how God is w r orking in my life. 


Some years on the journey has taken me 
to a closer relationship with my God, and 
a knowledge that he loves the ‘me’ that 
he created - not just the good bits, but all 
the foibles and faults that I find so hard 
to accept. 

My faith has moved from head to heart, 
and there have been some surprising 
steps which have taken me into a deeper 
experience of God. Under the guidance 
of my director 1 made the Ignatian 
Exercises, a discipline of prayer taken 
over manv months. It was after this that I 
felt called, personally, to accept the 
invitation to train as a Spiritual Director. 
Now I experience for myself the privilege 
of offering to accompany others on their 
journey. 


‘Exhilarating and toxic mix’ 

In recent years, my experience of 
contemplative prayer had widened 
considerably. On this journey, individually 
guided retreats were intensely challenging, 
so I was excited by the prospect of 
exploring piayer at a deeper level with 
companions. At the end of day one, I was 
not disappointed; 1 had found a group of 
kindred spirits! 

Opportunities were provided to explore 
many aspects of spirituality with outside speakers as well as three 
designated tutors, who skilfully guided us through each day with 
a helpful mix of whole group, small group, pair work and 
individual reflection. Because the leaders joined in with us and 
shared, too, there was not a feeling of ‘them* and ‘us’. 

There was, however, no place to hide! Anyone considering 
coming on this course should be prepared for this, although it 
was always made clear that we should only share to the degree 
that we felt comfortable, and confidentiality was taken very 
seriously. 

I felt drawn to the ministry of spiritual direction because it 
aims to help people discern w r hat God is saving to them by 
encouraging them in their prayer lives. Direct contact with God 
is both exhilarating and scary, a toxic mix, but I have been 
reminded in prayer sessions before and during the course that 
the ‘fruits’ developed in me are not just to feed me but for the 
nourishment of others. As I began to consider and manage the 
run down to my retirement this course was vital in helping me 
to cope with all the decision-making, and gave me a sense of 
anticipation for the future; a feeling that the best is yet to come. 
Sue Sheppy. 


‘The God of surprises...’ 

L was initially surprised when a friend 
asked if I’d thought of becoming a 
spiritual director and suggested that I 
might consider attending a spiritual 
direction course. Deciding to respond 
to tins prompting, I found out about 
the course and thought I’d try it out 
for size. 

The God of surprises was up to his 
old tricks again! As it turned out, the 
course was a great thing for me to do, 
opening up new possibilities of understanding about 
spirituality and approaches to God that confirmed in me the 
importance of taking time out from the busyness of life in 
order to explore spiritual being. To be closer to the presence 
of God, God present at the very heart of life, is something 
that I have a suspicion all people knowingly or un-knowingly 
yearn for. That exploring spirituality is understood as being 
an essential ingredient of a balanced life of faith Ls, I feel, 
important, and any thought of spirituality as an esoteric 
concept is mistaken. 

The same must be said of spiritual direction. We are all 
spiritual beings. Having enjoyed the benefits of spiritual 
accompaniment for a number of years, I have come to greatly 
value her companionship and have enjoyed a real sense of 
journeying with a spiritual friend into a deeper understanding 
of the nature of our creator, and thereby benefited from a 
growing understanding of my self in relation to God. That I, 
in turn, might enjoy spiritual companionship and share 
friendship with other searchers after eternal truth is a 
wonderful privilege. Paul Willis. 
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A mother 


When Ruth Jolly’s son 
Charlie survived a terrible 
accident, she kept a diary of 
his miraculous journey back to 
health. Here she describes 
how the book of Acts helped 
her come to terms with his 
miracle. 


o 


n a cold February day - his 
23rd birthday - my 
younger son Charlie 
crashed in a light aircraft. 
He’d just begun training 
for a Private Pilot’s Licence. It was a foul 
day but he was keen, and his flying 
instructor took him up in spite of the 
weather. In the event, circuits and bumps 
proved impossible in the high wind so 
they landed at Turweston, a small airfield 
in north Buckinghamshire, drank a cup 
of coffee and discussed what to do next. 

It was clear Charlie would get no more 
practice that day but his young, 
sympathetic instructor decided he could 
at least demonstrate to him the 
procedure for a recovery from engine 
failure after takeoff. That accomplished, 
they’d head back to base at Oxford 
airport. From the aircraft’s tiny cockpit 
the instructor radioed his intentions to 
the control tower. They took off. He 
throttled back the engine. The Cessna 
hung in the air for a second, its take-off 
and landing flaps unaccountably in the 
wrong position. Then it dived into the 
ground. The instructor was killed 
instantly; Charlie, on the side that 
impacted first, lived. 

How? No-one can say for sure. Certainly 
no one who witnessed the crash expected 
him to. And even after he w^as airlifted to 
hospital and rushed to theatre and 
hooked up to a host of machines in 



Intensive Care, no one could say whether 
he’d live or die. But he lived. And as he 
was moved from one hospital to another 
for reconstructive and plastic surgery, 
spring came. 

As Charlie’s hold on consciousness 
became gradually stronger, shoots and 
buds and tiny new leaves appeared. 
Spring. Life. Hope. A new beginning. So 
spiing, for me, is all part of the miracle. 

A miracle is an enigma. What it’s not is 
a ‘happy ending’ to a parlous tale; 
anybody who’s been through one will tell 
you that. A miracle strikes like a bolt of 
lightning from a thunder cloud. It turns 
lives inside out and upside down. A 
miracle is a watershed experience. 




*^T A 'HEN I had children, I often idly 
\/\/ wonc ^ ere( ^ h°w' on earth Jairus’ 
▼ v daughter’s mother coped with life 
aftet die miracle. How did she ever manage 
to get excited about the price offish again? 
For when something truly extraordinary 
happens to you, the minutiae of life by 
which your days are shaped and your 
energy is expended, cease to matter. Yet 
you must live. In die market place, in the 
house, at the computer screen, on the 
telephone, you must get it together. But 
how? And given that you’ve clearly 
enjoyed the greatest of good fortune, will 
anybody notice you're struggling? 

Wm 

A miracle is a watershed 
experience. ’ 

c jfc *: * :$< # * 

I F I’M truthful, before all diis happened 
I’d actually stopped wresding with 
questions of religion. In typical middle- 
aged fashion, I guess I thought I'd reached 
all the religious conclusions I was going to, 
and was comfortable widi a faith I called 
’liberal Christian' but was disinclined to 
probe. The accident changed all diat, for, 
faced with Charlie’s miracle, I’ve found 
myself increasingly compelled to re-think 
my understanding of what it means to lx* 
Christian. 

As a member of a congregation I turn 
up on a Sunday fairly regularly, but I’m 
not amongst die inner circle of church 
activists and I feel uncomfortable with 
Christians w : ho seem to have no problems 
with their faith. I don't attend a house 
group or a study circle - and I'd half like 
to, but I’m so put off by fervent 
convictions and intellectual dogmatism, I 
don’t dare. 

The way into religion for me is through 
awe and mystery. Trouble is, the churches 
don't seem to cater for people like me in 
whom spiritual conviction co-exists with 
intellectual ambivalence. I’m no 
theologian but as a rank-and-file 
worshipper, I yearn for confirmation that 
hardly anyone finds the issue of ‘belief 
easy. Anyway, I read; steadily but 
unsystematically, and if I'm honest, with a 
tendency to seek affirmation for my own 
spiritual oudook. I'd probably do better 
in some kind of group but, lacking one, I 
plough on quiedy, trying to use Lent as a 
period for more disciplined reflection 
than usual. 


Family 

’s j oumey 



Above, a recent photograph of Ruth and Charlie. Below and below left, Charlie during his recovery 
from the crash. Pics: Ruth Jolly 


I T IS Acts diat gives us a precious bridge 
of understanding between the 
inspirational mission ofjesus in Galilee 
and Judea and its continuation in the 
aftermath of his execution in Jerusalem. 
And its helter-skelter urgency rings true 
for me. In Acts , signs and wonders jostle 
with faction-fights and harsh words, 
healing and enlightenment rub 
shoulders with curses and cruelty, drama 
and excitement, with quiet reflection, 
and all of it is grounded in time and 
place: the named people, the actual 
towns, the mappable journeys. 


‘In Acts signs and wonders 
jostle with faction-fights 
and harsh words. ' 


To me it speaks clearly of the energy 
unleashed by the joy of a miracle, and the 
triumphs and disasters that ensued as 
fallible humans struggled to give it 
substance and direction. It’s a wonderful 
book. Furthermore, for me, Acts has 
become a text that has helped to address 
my question of what happens to people 
after a miracle. The answer? Confusion, 
joy, die need to work, the inevitability of 
grief, the struggle to attain a new balance, 
the need to accept others’ gifts, then 
growth if you're lucky, and eventually 
some clarity. That’s what I think happens 
- amidst all the wrong turnings and dead 
ends, the disasters and die triumphs. And 
it’s all there in Acts. Theologically, I think 
that to ‘live in Christ’ must be to 
experience, here and now, the Kingdom 
of Heaven that Jesus talked about so 
often. No, of course we inattentive, 
unremarkable individuals can only catch 
hold of it fleetingly, but if something - a 
small miracle, say - comes our way, 
perhaps we may grasp, experience and 
remember what real life means. 


Ruth Jolly works for the probation service and 
worships at Christ Church Cathedral, Oxford. 
This is an edited extract from Something 
Absolute: Surviving a Miracle (O Books , 

£11. 99, ISBN 978-1-84694-235-8). 



Something 

Absolute 


Ruth Jollj 
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Tranquil Somerset 



Cheddar • Wells - Glastonbury 

Self catering, short and long slays. 

Our cottages are comfortable, warm, cosy and loved. 

www.pottingshedholidays.co.uk 
email: info@pottingshedholidays.co.uk 

01749672857 


) 


Advertising 

Holidays at Home 

Let’s Go! 

AS THE EVENINGS draw in the the days begin to chill many of us think of 
travel at home and abroad. Ironically for many it will be journeys to colder 
places at this time of the year for skiing. City' breaks are also popular in the 
winter with places like London offering great Christmas shopping followed 
by the new year sales! 

There will be others who will be planning ahead for spring breaks and in sonic cases looking to the 


summer. 


/ - 

/ The Highbury Centre, 

London. 

Christian Guest House on 
quiet private road. 

Free on street parking nearby. Reductions 
for full-time Christian workers. 

Tel: 0207 226 2663 


Dartmouth 

DEVON 

Glorious views across 

Rtver Dart from 

comfortable 

Ct flat, sleeps kxir. 

All mod cons. 
Tr.u.moNe 

020 /Z23 


GATWICK 

3-4 mins 

GABLE END 
A warm Insh welcome to our 
family run B&B. En-surte rooms 
& lull English breakfast. 
Courtesy transport & car parking 

TEL: 01293 783679 

www.gable-end.com 


x 


www.thehighburycentre.org 




LUXURY CARAVAN HOLIDAY 
HOMES FOR SALE 

5-star Littlesea Park in Weymouth voted 
Best Holiday Park in UK 

FROM ONLY E12.995 No time licence 
For more information call 07811 343335 


Rail, River and Culture Holidays 

from tho UK, to Douro Vcilloy. Euro pi* and US 



Cull now for our fraa 
colour brochure 


tot it ; 

iu 

01235 768855 or www.ptg.co.uk 

When colling please quote DR 12 09 


Oberammergau & the Austrian Tyrol 


Experience the special atmosphere of Passion Play year in Oberammergau with a two night 
stay in the village itself and enjoy time in the Austrian Tyrol with a three night stay in the 
beautiful town of Worgl. Highlights of this eight day holiday include: 

Seven nights' hotel accommodation with breakfast each day. one lunch and five dinners. 

The ultimate highlight of the holiday is the Oberammergau Passion Play. Oberammergau is a pretty 
village, transformed every ten years to host a play which has occurred once every decade for 
nearly 400 years. Settle down in your seat for the epic story of Jesus of Nazareth's crucifixion and 
resurrection. Dinner is served during the interval in a local restaurant. 

An excursion to Kitzbiihel. Austria’s most renowned winter resort, occupying a splendid setting 
between the Kitzbuheler Horn and Hahnenkamm, the mountain that hosts the world-famous 
downhill ski race. With colourful houses, quaint streets and a historic Old Town. Kitzbiihel is a 
great place to soak up the atmosphere of the Tyrol. 

Leisure time in Worgl. perfectly placed for rail journeys into the local surroundings, perhaps venture 
to nearby Innsbruck with its imperial buildings, or alight at Jenbach, from where the heritage 
Zillertalbahn and Achenseebahn railways connect the Inn Valley to the surrounding area. 


5 departures between 3 July & 25 September 2010 


Prices from 


£1,475pp 


ALL ESCORTED TOURS INCLUDE: 


For information and brochures call 

01904 734645 ■ 

or book online at www.treynholidays.co.uk 


NO SURCHARGES - GUARANTEED 

✓ Return rail travel from St Pancras International 
✓ Quality accommodation with breakfast 
/ A programme of selected excursions 
/ The services of a Tour Manager 


MOOK wnx tOOK COMROCMCt. 

HJUY BONDED FULLY WKmCTID 




freynl 

holidays I by rail 



Dates and prices are subject to availability. Prices are In £ per person 
based on 2 sharing. Terms & conditions apply. 


OBERAMMERGAU 

2010 

PASSION PI AY TOURS 

(Places JivaiCa6[e May - September 2010 

ww^'.oberammergau.webs.com 
tel 0800 04 39 3**4 

CAMINO 



The Mediterranean is always a draw whether 
for holidays on the beach or cruises. The 
mountains of Switzerland, Italy, Austria and 
France provide a quieter alternative. Places of 
Biblical interest such as the Holy Land and 
Egypt are a great attraction for Christians. 

Every ten years the German town of 
Oberammergau plays host to the world famous 
Passion Play. The next performance is in 2010. 
This beautifully staged re-enactment of the final 
days of Jesus on earth attracts visitors from all 
over the world. Holidays to the event usually 
include a performance of the play at 
Oberammergau as a part of a two centre holiday 
with the week made up in some other traveller's 
destination. 

Looking towards spring and summer there are 
lots of places around this country for a short 
break of a long weekend, a full fortnight at a 
chosen destination or even the opportunity to 
travel from place to place taking in the beauty 
and history of the country we call home. 



Retreats 


* \ 


Wc practise and teach 
contempbtiir meditation in 
the Christian tradition at 
residential and day courses 
3 tn Dorchester and elsewhere. 

We welcome visitors to experience rhe benefit of meditation in 
a group. Marian Dunlop House is the home of the Fellowship 
where we hold small gatherings and meetings. 

We welcome people and groups to stay in our quiet , 
comfortable and friendly house which has marry books 
on contemplative meditation. Please contact: 

Marian Dunlop House, 8 Prince of Wales Road, 
Dorchester, Dorset DTI 1PW. Tel: (01305) 2513% 


fellowship. meditanonfeXirgin. net 
www.fellowshipofineditation.org 


(Jijntv f to; 2133V 


Insurance 



Holidays Abroad 


Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SPECIAL OFFER 

ANNUAL MULT I-T RIP COVER 
£129.95 - Couple £79.95 - Adult 
Maximum age 75 years 
- If 75 years or over please call for best price 

ALSO, single trip cover up to 12 months duration 
with cancellation up to £lOk. Please call for details 


CM 

mi 


For more information and 
details please call ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S,A. 




WJUorK 


to g 

-from Oxford Aivpovt 

-tkis winter 




ALGARVE 


Luxury 3 bed villa 
(ail en suite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pod. 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Restana Golf Resort Goff. 
Tennis. Outdoor bowls. 
Rd detail and brochure 

r*-j _ - /* i 1 

d nan LJWnDors 


Tel: 02380 265 683 

infb@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleandcrco.uk 


Lanzarote 

Playa Blanca 

Affordable family villa 
AD dates avaiLible 

Tel 01454 260619 

U’uniKwolstcnhomts.co. uk 



It couldn’t be easier for you to get to some of the world’s 
finest ski areas this winter with a brand new flight direct 
from Oxford airport to Geneva. Leave the hassle of Gatwick 
behind and get your next holiday off to a great start. 

Call in or visit our website for details. 


tjresf’ S)(peri encc Travel 

6-7 Waterloo Walk, High Street. Witney, 0X28 6EU 
Tel: 08451 222640 mob: 07766 406759 

e-mail: greatexperiencetravel@tarsc.net 
www.greatexperiencetravel.co.uk 


l&ABTA 
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Feature 




‘REMEMBER that God is the evangelist.’ That was one of the 
messages Bishop Stephen gave during the first ever 
diocesan Evangelism Forum last month. Jo Duckies reports. 



ore than 200 people 
headed to the super- 
modern Church Mission 
Society buildings in East 
Oxford for the day-long 
event. Bishop of Reading, the Rt Revd 
Stephen Cottrell and the Revd Roger 
Morgan from Resource were the main 
speakers to a crowd of clergy and lay 
people. 

The Holy Spirit is the evangelist. Most 
things start going wrong when we forget 
that/ said Bishop Stephen, after 
suggesting the Acts of the Apostles 
should be re-named The Gospel of the Holy 
Spirit. ‘Our job is simply to roll up our 
sleeves and join in as best we can with 
what the Holy Spirit is doing with or 
without us. 

‘I have worked as an evangelist for 20 
years and I have never converted anyone 
but I have had the privilege of being the 
midwife at quite a number of safe 
deliveries. We can’t make it happen but 
we can be the good companion, the 
living sign post.’ 

Bishop Stephen also suggested From 
Jerusalem to Rome as another possible title 
for Acts because the great narrative of the 
book is the story of Chiisdanitv spreading 
from a small group of people in 
Jerusalem to become a global player. 

He said what happened in Antioch, 
which was one of the most powerful cities 
in the world, was likely to have been 
responsible for the spread of Christianity 
across the world. ‘Acts 1 1 vs 20 must be 
one of the most significant lines in the 
whole of die New Testament.’ This is the 
section where the early evangelists begin 
to speak to the Greeks about Jesus. He 
said: ‘No one told them they weren’t 
supposed to do it that way. That's how the 
best evangelism starts.’ 

He said one of die best evangelists he 
had known was a woman called Margaret, 


who became a Christian in her late 70s 
through attending a funeral. 

‘She started telling people about the 
faith she had found in Jesus Christ. That 
is all diat is happening here in Acts. Local 
people have two stories to tell. Firstly the 
story of what God has done in Jesus 
Christ, and also what God has done in 
us.’ 

Bishop Stephen said he frequently 
describes himself' as the leader of the 
oldest cell church in Berkshire. ‘The 
Church of England is a cell church. 
We’ve been around for such a long time 
w r e have forgotten that all our churches 
were planted once. It's important that we 
rediscover that.’ 

He said we need to pay attention to 
how we nurture people in their Christian 
faith. He used the example of how 
Barnabus spent a year in Antioch, 
building up believers in their faith and 
building up the Church. (Acts 13). 

Roger Morgan outlined how 100 years 
ago, generation after generation of 
people went to church, but it is not that 
way any more. He said the Church's 
mission is to die people in its community, 
who don’t regularly attend. Now he 
believes his mission is to teenagers, and 
that is who he spends his time with. ‘My 
vision is that these kids would give their 
lives to Christ,' he said. 

Canon Ed Newell, sub dean of Oxford’s 
Christ Church Cathedral outlined the 
opportunities cathedrals have for 
evangelism. He said: ‘About 16 million 
people pass through cathedrals every 
year. At St Paul ’s over one year we had a 
million people attending services. At 
peak season Christ Church has 1,000 
people in a week, many of them people 
who don’t regularly go to church. 

‘Cathedrals are different beasts to 
parishes but they offer people a one off 
experience. Cathedral buildings are truly 


inspirational. They are speak of God in a 
way that is hard to articulate.’ 

Other examples given were Tim and 
Kirsten Shaw, who introduced a breakfast 
cafe in Haddenham Village Community’ 
Centre, that has replaced the mid- 
morning service. 

There is no worship but a cafe where 
people can go and read the newspapers, 
enjoy a quiet space, get prayer from the 
ministry team, or let their children enjoy 
messy church style activities. They 
regularly get more than 150 people 
Other schemes in Haddenham include 
bike maintainence every May. ‘Our vision 
was for Cafe Plus, but that other groups 
might arise out of it,' they said. 

Mother-of-two Rebecca White, 
37, recently started attending St James, 
Gerrards Cross. She said: ‘A good friend 


invited me to church. I’d known her four 
years and I knew she was a Christian. 

She said another friend told her that 
church could provide an extra set of 
friends for her daughters, Tabatha, seven 
and India, five. She said: ‘We thought it 
was a good idea because we love the girls 
and wanted to make sure they were 
happy. We all loved it and I was amazed at 
just how many people there were there.' 

However, while she enjoyed church, at 
first she could not relate to the idea of 
God. She said: ‘I trusted my friend but 
thought that at 37 years of age there was 
no way I could believe in God. By going 
on the Alpha Course I started to see that 
it’s not about all the rules and regulations 
but about this man Jesus, who is so 
wonderful, why would I not want to be in 
a relationship with him? 



Be prepared to share: prayer 


T his is the first of a series of 
practical articles on sharing our 
faith as Christians, unites Richard 
Zair. Manv of us, for one reason and 
another, feel we lack confidence in 
putting our faith into words, or including 
our beliefs in ordinary everyday 
conversations. This series will, I hope, 
help on this journey of discover)’, and 
build towards a growing confidence in 
enabling others to hear ‘the hope we 
have' as Christians (1 Peter 3: 15). 

There is a saying that goes: Talk to 
God about people before you talk to 
people about God.' Prayer is all 
important to the Christian life, and no 
less so when it comes to sharing our faith 
with other people. The Lord himself 
frequently took time out to pray, and 
encouraged the disciples to do the same. 
The Apostle Paul encourages us to ‘pray 
continually’ (1 Thessalonians 5:17) and 
to ‘Devote yourselves to prayer' 
(Colossians 4:2). 


We believe that God loves his world, 
and that in Jesus we have access into the 
very presence of God at all times. As we 
engage in prayer; listening to God, 
sensing the prompting of God's Spirit, 
interceding for ourselves and others, and 
for die world in which we live, we find 
ourselves becoming increasingly sensitive 
to those things that matter, and especially 
to the needs of odier people. 

Jesus once said to his followers: ‘No- 
one can come to me unless the Father 
who sent me draws him.’ (John 6:44) He 
then goes on to promise that he will 
never turn aw’ay anyone who comes to 
him, and will raise diem up on die last 
day. Clearly, even from verses like this, 
God the Father is sovereign in the 
ministry of evangelism. If we are longing 
for those we know and love (or simply 
meet in die course of everyday life) to 
come to a living relationship with Jesus, 
dien we must turn to God the Father in 
prayer first, to name diem before God 


and ask him to touch their lives in grace 
and love, making himself known to diem. 

The experience of many Chrisuans is 
that as we pray specifically for 
individuals, that God moves in answer to 
prayer. 1 like to use the term PSP - 
Personal Specific Prayer. As we use PSPs 
(whether on our own, or in twos or 
threes) we must keep watch for signs of 
God responding in the lives of those for 
whom we pray. It is demanding but 
exciting ministry. 

Prayer is a continuous ministry, and 
one that should undergird every form of 
faith-sharing. May I encourage you to 
pray, and go on praying. Prayer helps us 
to be ready, a vital piece of preparation 
and an essential ingredient to the 
continuing process of relating well to 
other people. Pray for your communities, 
your streets and neighbourhoods, for 
those you work with, those you meet on a 
regular basis in die course of everyday 
life. 


In summary; 

• God is sovereign in all evangelism - 
He is the evangelist! 

•Exercise die privilege that belongs to 
the ‘priesthood of all believers’ ( 1 Peter 
2:9) 

•Colossians 4:2 ‘Devote yourselves to 
prayer, being watchful and thankful.’ 

•Pray personally, and specifically for 
one or two people with whom you are in 
contact with on a regular basis, and make 
full use of a ‘prayer triplet' type of 
scheme. Enjoy the adventure! 

Bishop John’s recent leaflet on 
exploring prayer is a most valuable help 
to taking further steps along the paths of 
prayer - available from Diocesan Church 
House. 

The Rei’d Richard Zair is priest in charge 
of Marcham with Garford and evangelism 
adviser for Berkshire . 
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Assistance is needed from an 
intelligent young person to help a 
retired educator with a thorough, 
meticulous monthly deep clean of her 
home. Congenial atmosphere, generous 
pay rise after training. Central Oxford 
location. Hours worked would be 
approximately 4 l * * * * * A hours per month at a 
time of your choice. 

Please call 01865 722087. 


| Cotswold Stained Glass & Leaded Lights 

Have some of your church windows become 
broken or damaged over time, perhaps due 
to vandalism? If so. have them repaired by a 
tradesman with over 25 years experience. 
Good standard of workmanship with 
references if required. Reasonable rates. 

Tel: 01 608 658150 Mob: 07925 390966 

E-mail: davidlloyd.williams@hotmail.com 

M 

jtt 

mM 


Gileod 

FOUNDATIONS 



Addiction 

Counselling 

Training 

School 

Gilead Foundations Addiction Counselling 
Training School at Risdon Farm. Jacobstowe, 
near Okehampton offers 
the following Diploma programme covering; 
Restoration Ministry (1 1 courses) 

150 hours: £385 
Recovery Support Counselling 
(17 courses) 

280 hours: £530 

Addiction Studies (23 courses) 

350 hours: £700 

Gilead Foundations is also offering 

- Biblical Systematic theology 

- The Holy Spirit 

- The Person of Jesus Christ: £250 

At Gilead Foundations we use the Genesis Process 
Relapse Prevention programme with our clients. 
This training and the Genesis tools are used 
throughout the programme at Gilead: £318 We also 
have a correspondence course on counselling by 
Jay Adams: £954 

If you, or someone you know would 
like more information about ACTS or 
would like to make an application, 
please contact: 

Laura Aim Tel: 01837 851240, 
Fax: 01837 851520, 
laura.alm@gilead.org.uk 


www.gilead.org.uk 


Cuit&mer friendly 

design & print 


^ ^ 

ail your business needs 



Cornerstone Vision publishes 
this Diocesan newspaper. We 
also serve the needs of 
businesses all over the UK 
with excellent design and 
print services 

• Business Stationery 

• Brochures 

• Leaflets 

• Websites 

For a competitive quote and 
great customer service 

Tel: 01752 225623 
service@comerstonevision .com 


The Oxford Diocesan partnership with Kimberley and Kuruman, our partner diocese in South Africa, 
was highlighted at last month's Diocesan Synod meeting. Here the Door takes a look at some of the 
K&K stories. 

Through exile and apartheid - Hope ’s story 


Hope Tshengkeng lives in 
Vryberg, in the Diocese of 
Kimberley and Kuruman with 
her husband Drake, a priest and 
Director of Training for the 
Diocese. Hope talked about 
the apartheid regime, her time 
in exile, and her work with those 
living with HIV/AIDS. 

met Drake at my uncle’s funeral. My 
uncle was also a priest. At that time 
Drake was at the Lutheran seminary 
for his high school and 1 was still at 
high school in my own village. 

Drake was involved in the politics of the 
anti-apartheid struggle. We were sent to 
Soweto, near Johannesburg, and realised 
people were suffering far more than in the 
villages and we had to do something. Drake 
and I were both interrogated by police 
because of our politics. The police would 
slap us and say: ‘Tell us the u*uth, why do 
you get involved in politics?’ 

The Soweto uprising in 1976 made 
Drake more vocal. He was one of the priests 
on the scene after they shot the children. 

It w'a s traumatic. Drake would find a body 
part and go around looking for the rest of 
the body. He was vice-p resident of the Black 
Peoples Convention. They burnt down all 
the organisation’s offices, and all the 
leaders were detained. Drake was held for 
13 months. 

‘ Sermons were vetted to 
ensure he wasn't spreading 
subversive messages. ’ 


I was left at home with two small 

children. Some people were too fearful to 

come over and help because that would 

mark them out as being in sympathy with 
w r hat I stood for. But my mother would help 

and there were others who were very strong 
and stood by me. I could see Christianity in 
action and this was an inspiration to me. 

When Drake was released he was put 
under a five-year banning order. It meant 

his movements were severely restricted, and 
often watched closely by police escorts. 
Sermons were vetted to ensure he wasn ’t 
spreading subversive messages. Eventually 
we decided we couldn’t live like that and 
Bishop Tutu helped him get a place to do a 
masters degree in Glasgow. 


I went to Botswana with the children, 
and Drake to Lesotho because he couldn’t 
get a passport to leave South Africa legally. 
He went by the ‘ people's way ' as we used to 
call it, waiting at the Lesotho border for die 
soldiers to look away, then swimming 
quickly across the river. 

Eventually Drake got a flight to 
Botswana, we were reunited and the papers 
came through for us to fly to the UK. We 
went from temperatures in die 30s and 40s 
to Glasgow in December, where it was 
below freezing! But the people were very 
warm. St George’s, Maryhill, became our 
home church. Again we saw God working 
through other people. 

T need to see my Christian 
faith in my daily life y not just 
when I go to church. ’ 

When w f e returned to Botswana I worked 
with those affected by the HIV/AIDS 
pandemic. I got very 7 involved in 
community work, and the dien Archbishop 
Makutu invited people from outside to 
come and talk to clergy and their spouses 
about the pandemic. As a refugee who 
could see what was happening in the 
refugee community, I became involved in 
community work. 

When apartheid ended in 1998 we 
returned to K&K. The Mothers’ Union 
asked if 1 would get involved with their 
work. First we were in Kimberly, at St 
Barnabas church. I managed a soup 
kitchen in the shanty town. I asked people 
w r ho had enough food to bring spare 
vegetables and we had ladies who prepared 
soup for those who had nothing. The MU 
at St Barnabas had a soup kitchen but it 
needed reviving - so 1 showed them how to 
make it more effective. And w r hen we took 
the soup to the people, we prayed with 
them, and talked about church. Later 
Drake was transferred to Bathlaros near 
Kuruman, where we started a support 
programme for people with the virus. 

I’ve always worked this way - to care for 
bodies first, then worry about the souls. I 
need to see my Christian faith in my daily 
life, not just when I go to church. People 
would be referred to that centre by the 
hospital after they had been diagnosed, and 
we would sit down with a cup of tea and 
talk and talk. They’ve had this terrible 
news, they may not have a job or 
profession, they are usually struggling with 
a lot of things. But each one is God’s child, 
and each one has a talent. Gradually we 



would see that this one would he good at 
this, and that one at that, and I would start 
to say ‘Come on, girls and hoys, let’s do this 
together’. 

Since last year we’ve been at St 
Stephen’s, Vryberg. When we came, I 
started to talk to people about HIV/AIDS. 

I realised that die previous priest had 
started something. He had managed to get 
a group of ladies trained by die local 
hospital and clinic to give home-based care 
to those with the virus. But things weren’t 
running quite as they were supposed to. So 
now I’m giving workshops and trying to 
strengthen and support them. A month 
ago, the American Embassy offered some 
money so that these home-based care 
workers could have an office which they 
can use as a base for the work in the 
villages. 

I’ve just started another programme as I 
realised many of us have spare crockery and 
cudery. In many of the homes we visit, 
families are sharing a plate, or neighbours 
are sharing a cooking pot. Once people 
realise those needs, I’m sure they will offer 
some of their spare plates and pots to those 
who need them. 

I’m so thankful that we’ve managed to 
put our three children through school and 
college, and diat we will have Drake’s 
pension for our retirement in a couple of 
year’s time. God has been good! 
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New centre spreads awareness of HIV/ AIDS 
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NEW HIV/ AIDS Peer 
Education Centre has 
opened its doors to young 
people in K&K. The centre 
in Taung aims to reach 300 
students per year with HIV prevention 
education. It is hoped they will take what 
they have learned back to their 
communities and train others to spread 
awareness. The centre will particularly 
focus on young women’s education, 
including the issues of stigma, sexuality 
and suicide. 

It is currendy catering for day 
students, but from January, will be able 
to house up to 16 people for residential 
courses. It aims to tear down myths 
related to HIV/ AIDS and to create 
greater awareness of environmental 
issues and climate change. 

The centre will cost £60,000 per year 
to run until 2013 and after that will be 
maintained through hiring out of the 
building, the budget of £60,000 per year 
supports not only the centre but all the 
HIV/ AIDS outreach programmes across 
die diocese ( which is die equivalent size 
of France) including a life-skills centre, a 
community care workers programmes 
and support for orphaned and 
vulnerable children. 

Peer education is aimed at young 
adults who cannot be reached through 
the school system. It is an effective way 
of reaching groups who might not listen 
to a teacher or someone from a different 
background. It has been found to w r ork 
well in prisons and with high risk groups 
such as prostitutes. It is particularly 
effecuve because people seem more 
prepared to listen to someone who 
understands their social background. 

The Revd Charlotte Bannister Parker, 
bishop’s adviser for overseas 
programmes, said: *It is clear dial AIDS 
is having a disturbing impact on South 
Africa. 








There are many 
possible reasons 
wiiy South Africa 
has been so badly 
affected bv AIDS, 
including poverty, 
social instability, 
apartheid and 
economic injustice. 

‘On a local level 
the Church has not 
been clear about 
what it can say and 
to whom regarding safe sex practices 
and the use of contraception. The 
recent inauguration of Jacob Zuma as 
Prime Minister of South Africa might 
possibly lead to a time of renewed hope 
and focus on health issues.’ 

Sport is very popular among the K&K 
communities, helping to keep people’s 
spirits up and bring them together. The 




centre will have a small football pitch, to 
help keep the young people physically fit 
and build up posiuve mental strength. 

Charlotte said: ‘The 2010 World Cup 
will have a huge impact on South Africa. 
The centre wants to ensure that the 
young people of Taung have a safe place 
to watch the matches.’ Taverns that sell 
alcohol and drugs are the only other way 
for many of them to access television. 


From Kidlington to K&K - parish puppets 


puppetry project from 
Oxfordshire is helping raise 
awareness of HIV/ AIDS across the 

world. 

Kathryn Ellis, from St Mary’s, 
Kidlington, came up with the idea 
during a visit to Kimberley and 
Kuruman. She said: ‘We have a strong 
parish to palish link and I was trying to 
think of how we could promote 
HIV /AIDS education in a way that 
w r ould reach out into villages and w r ould 
help communicate with illiterate people. 

‘Even in the most deprived countries 
there are scrap materials and women 
who can sew’ and I came up with the 
idea that if they made their own puppets 
and used their own culture and 
language this could work. 

‘We made a prototype set of puppets 
and took them with us. People 


immediately started to use them.’ 

She said the Mothers’ Union in K&K 
had got on board with the scheme, and 
a youth group had joined in, creating 
puppets from socks. 

‘We were thrilled to bits that they had 
taken over the idea. We go for a week or 
two each year and we don't get the 
chance to see how far it’s spreading, but 
the president of the MU tells us it’s 
going well in her part of the w r orld.’ 

The puppetry project is available as a 
download in English, French, Afrikaans 
and Portuguese. 




NLINE 


Down load the resources at www.talcuk.org/downloads.htm 


The Son is a proactive, 
provocative and 
uncompromising newspaper 
which aims to put Jesus back 
at the centre of society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read tabloid style, 
based on the UK’s biggest 
circulation newspapers, The 
Son is an ideal tool to reach 
believers and unbelievers as 
well. $ 4 

As well as up-to-the-minute 
news, showbiz and sport from 
the paper, we bring you some 
groundbreaking exclusives 
and insight from The Son’s 
brilliant team of columnists. 

The Christmas edition of The 
Son is now available featuring 
Jamie Oliver, Jon Bon Jovi, 
Beverley Trotman, Hayiey 
Westenra, Nigel Benn and 
Rory Fallon. 

It’s an ideal tool for 
outreach. Why not use The 
Son to reach your 
community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.theson.org.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 

01752 225623. 

‘Enjoyed the paper • looks 
great. Well done!’ 

Jeremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 
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ADVERTISING 

Your Door to Christians in 
Oxfordshire, Berkshire 
and Buckinghamshire 

With over 35,000 copies of the The Door distributed through 
Anglican churches in the Oxford Diocese, it makes it a great 
vehicle to advertise your products and services in local churches. 

Other Christian and charitable organisations, including faith based 
schools and colleges, can also benefit from this targeted 
readership. 

The Door is part of a group of Anglican newspapers published 
through Cornerstone Vision. We can help take your message 
throughout Anglican Diocese in the South and East of the 
country. 

Other Dioceses served include Salisbury with the Sarum Link 
newspaper; The Wey serves the Guildford area whilst Portsmouth 
is covered by the Pompey Chimes. 

Parts of London together with Essex form the Diocese of 
Chelmsford which has The Month as its regular newspaper. 

In addition three other titles in the Kent area have advertising 
sold through Cornerstone.The titles are the Canterbury Outlook; 
Rochester Link and Southwark Bridge. 

If you are looking to directly target male Christians there’s a great 
full colour A4 magazine produced 6 times a year. Sorted is your 
route to that marketplace. 

To find out more about any of the above titles please telephone 
Roy on 01 752 225623. 




NEW COLLEGE , OXFORD 
CHAPEL STEWARD 

Do you love historic buildings? Do you love old churches and 
chapels? If so, you might enjoy being our Chapel Steward and 
taking care of our busy Chapel with its beautiful architecture and 
world famous choir. We are looking for someone who will not only 
keep our Chapel clean and in good order and look after the silver, 
but also might enjoy meeting some of the many tourists who visit 
the Chapel each year, as well as the Chaplain, Organist, Chapel 
Administrator. Verger and members of the Choir. 

Hours are 20 to 25 per week, normally Monday to Friday but with 
occasional weekends. Start times can be flexible. £8 per hour. 
Excellent benefits. 

FURTHER INFORMATION FROM 

Caroline Thomas, the Home Bursar, 01865 279560 
or caroline.thomas@new.ox.ac.uk 


The Doorpost 


Courses, training, conferences & workshops in December 2009 


The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church 
noticeboards. Please send your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The 
deadline for the January 2009 issue is 27 November 2009. 



TILE HURST: St Mary Magdalen 
Christmas Concert by the Reading 
concert singers at 7.30pm. 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 4pm - 
5.30pm. 'Wholeness and healing' - 
laying on of hands. Details 01 494 
726680. 

Saturday 5 December 


WINKFIELD: St Mary’s Church at 
7.30pm. Christmas evening of music - 
voices and bells concert. Details 
01344 882918. 

HIGH WYCOMBE: All Saints 
Church. Advent craft fayre at 1 0am - 
2pm. Details 01494 524947. 

WOOTTON, BY WOODSTOCK: 

Christmas bazaar in the village hall 
from 2pm - 4pm. 

BLOXHAM: St Marys Church are 
holding the Mellstock Band’s 
Christmas show at 7.30pm. Folk 
music, poetry and stories. Tickets 
from Bloxham Post Office - Tel: 

01295 720951. 

Sunday 6 December 


READING: Music@Reading 
Christmas concert at 4.30pmm in the 
Great Hall, University of Reading. 
Tickets and details from 01 1 8 378 
5256 or buy on the door. 


'A Christmas Journey: music from 
Advent to Epiphany’ by the cathedral 
singers. Tickets and details from 
01865 305305. 

Tuesday 15 December 


WITNEY: St Mary’s, Cogges. Vital 
Recitals presents Mini Messiah 
(commemorating 250 years since 
Handel's death) at 1 .30pm. 

Admission free. All welcome. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
are holding a carol service in aid of 
Age Concern. All welcome. Begins at 
2pm. 


PRESTWOOD: Holy Trinity Church. 
Family Eucharist with Nativity at 
9.30am and carol service at 6pm. 

COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church. 
Compline by candlelight at 6.30pm. 

OXFORD: St Andrew’s Church, 
Linton Road at 5pm and 7.30pm - 
carol services by candlelight. 

Friday 25 December 


COOKHAM: Holy Trinity Church are 
holding a carol service by candlelight 
at 6.30pm. 


Monday 7 December 


ALDERMASTON: St Mary the Virgin 
will perform The York Nativity Play at 
8pm. Also on 1 0 and 1 1 December 
at 8pm and 1 2 and 1 3 December at 
7pm. For tickets and details email 
Nativity09@live.co.uk or phone 
01189 714686. 

Wednesday 9 December 


READING: St Agnes Christmas 
concert at 7.30pm. 

OXFORD: The Council of Christians 
and Jews will be showing the film 
'Veils’, featuring Maureen Lipman and 
others at 8pm at the Oxford Jewish 
Centre, Richmond Road, Oxford. 
Details peter.hewis@hmc.ox.ac.uk 

Thursday 10 December 


IVER: St Peter’s Church are holding 
a Christmas tree festival until 1 3 
December from 1 0am - 7pm. Details 
01753 653131. 

Friday 11 December 


OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
at 1 .30pm. Christingle service. 

Saturday 12 December 


OXFORD: Oxford concerto 
orchestra (outside event) organised 
by St Andrew’s Church at 4pm. 
Details 01865 314864. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral. 


Wednesday 16 December 


OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral 
will hold a carol service at 6pm. 

Friday 18 December 


FINGEST: Hambleden Valley, near 
Henley. Healing service with laying on 
of hands and anointing at Holy 
Communion at 10.15am. Details 
01491 571231. 

Saturday 19 December 


CHISELHAMPTON: St Katherines 
are holding their popular candlelit 
carol service at 7pm. Details 01 865 
890079. 

AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 4.30pm. 
Cafecarols@stmichael’s. For an hour, 
St Michael's will be turned into a cafe! 
Come along, enjoy mullled wine, 
mince pies and carols. 

OXFORD: Christ Church Cathedral - 
family crib service at 4pm. 

OXFORD: SS Peter and Paul, Botley 
at 7.30pm. Cumnor choral society 
present their Christmas concert. 
Details and tickets from 01865 
248156. 

Sunday 20 December 


AMERSHAM ON THE HILL: St 

Michael and All Angels at 6pm. 
Service of nine lessons and carols. 


Courses & special 
events 

Thursday 3 December: Millennium 
lecture - ‘The Challenge of the mystics 
to contemporary Christians’ presented 
by Brian Thome. This lecture will be 
held at St Michael and All Angels, 
Amersham on the Hill at 8pm. Tickets 
£10. Details from 01494 726680. 

Saturday 5 December: Join church 
leaders, including the Archbishop of 
Canterbury, the Archbishop of 
Westminster, the President of 
Methodist Conference and the Bishop 
of Reading at a service at 
Westminster Central Hall to pray for 
the Copenhagen climate talks. This 
service begins at 1 1 am. You can then 
join ‘The Wave’ rally afterwards. 

Details on www.stopclimatechaos.org 

Competition winners 

Bill Watson from Newport Pagnell; 
Nicy Smith from Kidlington and 
Thelma French from Bracknell were 
the winners of the competition 
featured in the November edition of 
The Door. They have all won a copy 
of ‘ Angels with Trumpets' by Paula 
Clifford. 


Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 

8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins (coffee in Priory Room); 1 1.15am Sung Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 

7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am Holy Communion; 

1pm Wednesday only Holy Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung Eucharist 6pm). 

Mondays at 8pm during December: Plain song compline. 

Note: No Evensong on 23, 24, 29 and 30 December. Details of other services during this time available from 
01865 276155. 

After Eight - time to reflect, time to pray: Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 

A festival of light 

OF ALL of the religious festivals, Christmas certainly seems to win the prize for over commercialisation 
There cannot be many people who do not feel a certain discomfort when cards and wrapping paper 
seem to arrive in stores towards the end of the summer and yet its true to say that in the main there’s 
something about Christmas time that appeals to us all. 



It’s a great time to catch up with friends 
from the past whether it’s through a phone 
call, a card or perhaps an email. It really is 
surprising just how swiftly this time arrives 
every year. For some there will be 
moments of sadness as they cross off the 
name of someone who will not be with 
them this year, for others moments of joy 
as they welcome a new face to the family. 
The greetings card industry has a field day 


as we all clamour to keep in touch, there’s 
a great opportunity though to support a 
worthy cause or two through choosing a 
charity card. You might feel it more 
important to remind any non-Christian 
friends of the meaning of Christmastide 
through sending cards with a Christmas 
theme. Whatever you choose there are 
plenty of places both locally or through the 
post where you can make your choice. If 


you are a creative person there’s a great 
opportunity to prepare customised cards by 
recycling images received last year, or you 
could use a photograph of your own for the 
cover or maybe design something on the 
computer. 

Many of you have probably already started 
buying presents for family and friends. We 
all know that the most expensive gift 
received is not always the one that means 


the most to us. A little thoughtfulness when 
choosing a present can make a world of 
difference to the person receiving it. Are we 
spending too much on gifts just because 
we are not sure what to get? The easy 
answer is to throw money at a problem but 
it doesn’t usually lead to the best result. 
Take care and take time but most 
importantly don’t let the whole present thing 
create a stress for you. Just like cards, gifts 



continued over page 



Receive 25% discount on bulk orders of 1 0 or more copies. 

Subscribe on line at www.familiesfirstmagazine.com, by phone 020 7227 0620 

or by post - send cheques (payable to MU Enterprises Ltd) to Families First, Mothers Union, 


Tufton Street, London, SW1 P 3RB 
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ADVERTISING FEATURE 

A festival of light 

continued from previous page 


offer the chance to give something personal 
such as a book from a Christian book shop, 
maybe a CD or what about a Fairtrade gift 
to help a community in the Third World? 

For the 'person who has everything’ its 
possible through some charities to give a 
gift on their behalf, with a card being sent 
to them to say what you’ve done. It may be 
a well, a goat or some seeds, whatever it is 
the community receiving it will be in need of 
it. 

Try and make sure that you don’t overlook 
the obvious at Christmas, is there someone 
in your community, that could do with a 
visit, is there someone who is likely to be 
spending Christmas alone? 

Many charities both local and national take 
the opportunity of our generosity at this 
time of year to make their appeals for 
support. It is only continued support that 
allows them to continue their work locally, 
throughout the country and right across the 
world. 


For Christians of course, there’s the birth of 
Jesus, who at the centre of the festivities is 
the very point of it all. There will be services 
with Carols, moments of reflection and 
much more besides as the Church 
celebrates its very beginning. There’s likely 
to be a Christingle service, a nativity play 
and much more besides. The Christingle 
was introduced into the Anglican church in 
1968. John Pensom of the Children’s 
Society drew on an idea started in 
Germany in 1 747. Little has changed to the 
idea since it began and celebrates Jesus 
as the Light of the World. Many will be 
looking forward to the chance to see faces 
from the past who have moved away but 
are stopping with relatives for the holiday, 
or to welcome strangers to the church who 
have looked in to try and understand better 
what Christmas is all about. 

Christmas means so many different things 
to so many different people and no doubt 
certain aspects have been missed in this 



short piece such as entertaining and being 
entertained. 

To all of us, however, Christmas gives 
us the opportunity to say thank you to 
each other and more importantly to say 
thank you to God, for His goodness 
throughout the year and most importantly 
for the gift of His Son, Jesus Christ. 


TO ADVERTISE 
CALL 

01752 225623 
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J EWELLHRY 


Christian Jewellery 
& Gifts 

j^. 


Visit our website today! 

www.oakschristianjewellery.co.uk 



FAVOURITE HYMNS 
- Volumes I-XII 

by Derrick Hanson 


Themes are as diverse as Christmas, Prayer, 
Charles Wesley, Scripture, Poetry, Special 
Occasions, Great Composers. Our Time, the 
Victorian Era and 2()th Century' - with words, 
music and biographical/hLstorical background. 
Hymns range from Isaac Watts (1674-1748) 
via John Newman (1801-90) to Fred P. Green 
(1903-2000). Each book has a complimentary 
CD of the music. A perfect gift for Christmas. 
Full details from Grasshopper Publishing Ltd., 
PO Box 95. Liverpool L37 7WX, or 01704- 
874040 or www.grasshoppcrpublishing.ltd.uk. 


Fiction for Christians 

www. highlandbks. com 
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Christianity is truth, and God is no 
fictional character! Think of these 
not as 'Christian fiction’ but as regu- 
lar storytelling, which happens to be 
*PG-ratecT and features some charac- 
ters who are not ashamed to live out 
of a faith-based worldview. 

Planetquake is a science-based thrill- 
er featuring greenhouse gases, natu- 
ral disasters and the coming Hunger 
Wars. With a hat tip to Job, Noah and 
Pharoah. £7.99 

Dr Sylver and the Tapestry of Time 

climaxes this teen drama series set in 
a ‘comp’ school that’s tottering from 
bog-standard to sink, while various 
teachers try to impose conflictual 
agendas. A spiritual victory is clearly 
needed, but going it alone will court 
disaster. £6.99 



REMEMBER 
BETHLEHEM 
THIS CHRISTMAS 


ABCD is dedicated to improving the 
quality of life for those children in 
Palestine suffering from physical, 
mental and psychological disabilities 
You can help a child in Bethlehem 
this Christmas by supporting our work: 
Please send donations to: 

ABCD Project Manager, 

48 Strickland Way, ORPINGTON, 

Kent, BR6 9UE. 

lnfo@abcdbethlehem.org.uk 

www.abcdbelhlfiliefiLQifl 

UK Registered Charity Number 1097623 
Company Number 04383155 




\$l»w£punty 2** ^ 

20% OFF youHl= 


shopping when you// 

online 


visit us 


www. lovea n d p u rity. co . uk 

[ Promotional Code: LPCSV2009 

44 Bless your loved ones with 
something meaningful 

this Christmas 99 

*Wk*n you ipend over £t0. Expoy ci«l«. J1/1S/09 Tj & O Apply 


Silverfish 

Jewellery 

Exquisite designs in 
silver inspired by the 
Bible. 

Order now for 
Christmas delivery 
call 0212 564 4575 

or browse and buy 
online at: 
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APE-IT 




Take charge of what your kids see on line 


You might be surprised by what is only *2 clicks’ 

away! j 

With our help you can 
protect your children and 
teenagers from a broad 
range of internet content. 


Virus & Firewall 
.. PC Security 


It also works on portable devices 
that connect via your home network 

(iPod. IPhone, laptop. PS3, PSP etc...) 


XBox 360 
Repairs 


Flexible and vary easy to use. you can block 
Individual websites or specific types of conte 


For more information 


Home 
Net Works 


P lease contac t us on; 

Phone; 0118 957 31 57 
Email: lnfoGape-it.co.uk 
Web: www.ape-H.co.uk 


Laptop 

Rtpaira 


We’ll give you free after-sales 

help and guidance. 


A personalised internet protection plan for your familyl 
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The Annunciation in art 



PICTURED above are Annunciation (Mary is given the news that she will 
bear a child) and Word Made Flesh (The Word was God and the Word was 
with God), right, by Reading based artist Sue Bachelor. 

Sue, a fine art student and art therapist produces art work for St John 
and St Stephen’s Church, Reading. After giving a talk on the Annunciadon 
in Art, she produced the images above. 

She said: ‘I found there were very 
few modern pictures, so I decided 
to paint my own. 1 happened to turn 
it upside down and discovered 
another picture there.’ 


ONLINE 


Visit www.suebachelor.com to 

see more of Sue’s work. 
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Arts 

Bringing scripture alive 



A JAZZ band played at Oxford’s Ark-T 
Centre to set the relaxed scene for the 
launch of Five Stones and a Burnt Stick, by 
the Revd Ernesto Lozada-Uzuriaga 
Steele. 

Ernesto’s art work was on display in 
the centre during the launch in 
December, where Bishop John spoke. 
Ernesto is an Anglican priest based at 
Christ the Cornerstone, Milton Keynes. 
He was one of the artists who opened 
the Ark-T Centre 12 years ago. 

‘We often wonder how the dry bones 
of scripture can live for today’s readers 


and hearers. Here is one powerful, 
imaginitive and stimulating approach. 

In a prosaic age, here is poetry. In a two 
dimensional culture, here are three 
dimensions. In an age where intimacy is 
made cheap, here is intimacy made 
wise,' said Bishop John. 

The Door has two copies of the hook to 
give away. To be in with a chance of 
winning simply send your name and address 
to Five Stones Competition, The Door ; 
Diocesan Church House , New Hihksey, 
Oxford 0X2 ONB , to reach us no later than 
Friday , 4 December. 
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INTERNATIO 


performed by 

The Georgia International Honors Choir 


Under the direction of Dr Martha Shaw, the participants for this year's Handel's Messiah Festival 
include some of the finest singers from the state of Georgia, USA. Included as part of the choir is 
the Shorter College Chorale from Rome, Georgia, where Dr Shaw is Professor of Music & Director of Choral 
Activities. Under her direction, choirs have been featured in performances for state, regional and national 
conventions of the American Choral Directors Association and on NPR's Performance Today' & From the Top'. 
Dr Shaw continues to work extensively as a clinician & guest conductor throughout the United States & beyond. 

Also performing a separate set of traditional pieces will be Oxford's 
Summer Town Singers. Formed in 2001, this local group of singers have 
performed in Gibraltar, Spain & Italy as well as venues in the UK such as 
Blenheim Palace, The Sheldonian Theatre, Worcester College and the 
National Trust's 17th Century property, Chastleton House. The Singers' 
repertoire has included sacred music by Byrd, Tallis, Palestrina and 
Victoria as well as English & Italian madrigals and English partsongs. 





Saturday 2 n(l January 7.30 pm 
The Sheldonian Theatre - Broad Street, Oxford, 0X1 3AZ 

Admission is FREE with a retiring collection in aid of Oxford Charity IVDT 

IVDT (Integrated Village Development Trust): a small UK charity with no paid staff who help carry 
out rural development in countries such as India, Bangladesh & Nicaragua. Charity No: 1013316. 


Contact us for further information on 020 8325 8965 - www.uknrouptravel.com 
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Advertising 


This Christmas, 
give the gift of a smile 

The Smile Train provides life changing free cleft surgery for children in developing countries 
which takes as little as 45 minutes and costs as little as £1 50. 

It gives desperate children not just a new smile - but a new life. 


I want to give a child a second chance at life. 

Your support can help provide free treatment for poor children with clefts and other problems. 


Please tick: 

□ £150 towards surgery 
for one child 

E £75 could cover half the 
cost of one surgery 

£30 towards medications 
for one surgery 


Mr/Mrs/Ms 

Address 

Email 


Postcode 

Telephone 


< We’ll gratefully accept any amount) 


Z09U 1U245KBVD7 


Charge my gift to my: □ Visa [] MasterCard 3 Maestro 
Card No. 

Valid From Exp. Date Issue No. 

Signature 


Please send this coupon 
with your donation to: 

The Smile Train UK, 

PO Box 910, 
Northampton NN3 0BG 



SmileTrain 

Changing The World Olus Smile? At A Time. 


l Tick the box to moke every Cl of your g«Vl worth at la art 2Sp 
more tor FREE. I am a UK taxpayer Ptease treat aft donations 
I make or nave mode to Tha Smila Tram as Gift Aid donations lor 
the past six years untri further notice Ybu must pay an amount of 
incoma Tax and/or Capital Gams Tax at least equal to tha tax that 
Tha Smite Than reclaims on your donation m tha tax year Currently' 
25p for ovary Cl you give 




My cheque is enclosed, made payable to The Smile Train UK 


Thao* data**, nokidng you emai addresi / telephone number, may be used to keep you informed 
atxx* our future development s K you do not wan! to receive such rtormatwo please tick this box £ 


You can also donate online at www.smiletrain.org.uk or call us now on 0870 127 6269 

Registered Chanty No. 1 114746 © 2009 The Smile Train. 

A healthy dtot te a crucial port of pregnancy tor ovary woman and ft can help to prevent birth detects. Make sura you oat plenty of hurts and vegetables and take a mufUvftamm with 400 mcrograms of fokc eerd every day for a month before conception 
and throughout early pregnancy Poke add has been shown to reduce the risk of neural tuba detects of tha brwn and spinal ootd (such as spina bifida) In unborn children by between SO and 70% when taken before conception and during tha first trimester, 
and ft could also help to reduce the rtek of cleft kp and palate It Is also important to stop smoking when you ore pregn a nt and to avoid foods such as raw or smoked seafood, raw shettftsh and eggs, soft c h oos e , unpasteurized mflk. and pMO Speak to 
your GP for further advice about having a healthy pregnancy, and if you would kke any more information about *hy clefts occur, how clefts can be repaired with surgery, or about coring for a child bom with a cleft, please visit www.smitetrten org uk today. 


Advertising 
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The Delights 
of Lake Garda 

Relax amongst the superb surroundings of 
Lago di Garda, Italy’s largest lake, with 
superb sightseeing opportunities just 
around the corner. 





o'Wt:: : pocw:. : :v: w •>:< .:>y — 


HOLIDAY AT A GLANCE 


YOUR HOTEL 


Day I Local departure by coach, then travel onwards overnight to Italy. 
Day 2 Early afternoon arrival on Lake Garda. Afternoon at leisure. D 
Day 3 Lake Garda. B.D 
Day 4 Venice. B,D 

Day 5 Bolzano and the Renon Pyramids. 8.D 
Day 6 Verona. B.D 

Day 7 Free time on Lake Garda before your overnight journey north. B 
Day 8 To Calais and return home. 

Included Meals: B= Breakfast. D= Dinner 


Splendid views of the Grand Canal, Venice 
S1KC 


You will stay for five nights at 
the 3-star Hotel Bristol in Riva 
del Garda. The hotel has a 
restaurant, bar, lift and 
outdoor swimming pool. All 
bedrooms have T.V., 
telephone, hairdryer and safe 



5 nights* accommodation with 
breakfast & 5 evening meals 

FREE local joining points - 

call for Ml details 

Travel by executive coach 




for luxury coach travel and 
enjoy these added benefits 

• EXTRA tegroom for your 
added comfort 

• Porterage at your hotel 
call for full details 


EXECUTIVE COACH tcu« .r.f hiik 



Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 

£ ur 



Apr 9 

£299 

Sep 24 

£359 1 

May 24 

£359 

Oct 1 

£339 

Sil\tr Service 

V iff 81LKV 


Apr 16 

£389 | Jul 5 

£479 


Pnce* *nr per person, based on two sharing 
Extras op&onal excursions,- single room supplement 
09 % 


Austria 

‘Sound of Musi 


Enjoy wonderful mountain and Alpine 
views and see stunning sights, including 
Mozart's city, Salzburg; Innsbruck; 
Kitzbiihel and the Krimml Falls. 


^ European mm _ 

Summer Value Breaks 




Enjoy great views over Salzburg, including Hohensaizburg Fortress, perched high above 








Excursions: Alpbach & Rattenberg; 
Salzburg 

5 nights* accommodation with 
breakfast & 5 evening meals 
FREE local joining points 
Travel by executive coach 


Your holiday at a ylance 

Day Local departure by coach then onwards through the night 
towards Austria. 

D.ty 2 Morning arrival in the Austrian Tyrol for a five-night stay. 

Day Alpbach and Rattenberg. B ,D 

Day 4 Krimml Falls and Kitzbiihel. HD 

Day 5 Swarovski Crystal World and Innsbruck. P 0 

Day 6 Salzburg and Lake Mondsee. D 

Day 7 Free time to relax before commencing our overnight journey 
north. B 

Day fc Arrive Calais, then return home. 

Included Meals: 8= Breakfast. D= Dinner 


Your hotel 

You’ll stay for five nights at a 
3-star standard hotel or gasthof in 
the Austrian Tyrol. The hotel will 
have a restaurant and bar and will 
be conveniently located for our 
exciting excursion programme. 
Hotel details will be advised with 
your travel documents. 


Take in the beautiful, breathtaking 
scenery as you travel through Austria 


Call now to book 0800 048 1055 

This holiday is operated in partnership with Peter Goord Travel and Leger Holidays. 



Upgrade to 


Sn.VEK Six VICE 


VLH 

SVKKUf 


for luxury coach travel and 
enjoy these added benefits 

• EXTRA iegroom for your 
added comfort 


Fforterage at your hotel 


your : 


EXECUTIVE COACH 1q.« r*» *ASM 

May 28 £359 

Sep 20 £365 

— — — 

Oct 1 £299 

Silver Service Tour sasmv 

Apr 16 £399 

Jul 5,23 £419 

Aug 23 £419 


Rices are per person, cased on two sharing 

Extras opTxxvil excursions. s«gSe room supplement ^ 

C49 £ 


o 
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Prayer (Sr 1 reflection 

A virgin will conceive a child. ... ’ 


Advent begins the Church 
Year and is a period of 
preparation for the coming of 
Jesus, not as a babe in 
Bethlehem long ago, but as 
Christ alive and active in the 
world writes Guy Cole. 

he Church prepares for the 
second coming by looking at 
how God prepared his people 
for the birth of Jesus. The 
readings for each Sunday in 
Advent look at four Advent themes; the 
Last Judgement, the Prophets, St John 
the Baptist and the Blessed Virgin Mary. 

In St Michael and St Mary Magdalene, 
Easthampstead, there is a stained glass 
window depicting the Annunciation, the 
spiritual conception of Jesu. (St Luke 
1:26-38). The panel shows the moment 
when the angel Gabriel appears to the 
Blessed Virgin Mary and startles her. Mary 
is traditionally studying Isaiah 14:7 ‘and 
behold a virgin shall conceive and bear a 
child and his name will be Emmanuel’ 
showing the fulfilment of the hopes of the 
people of God in the birth of Jesus. Mary’s 
credentials to be the Mother of God are 
shown by the lily in a vase, a symbol of her 
virginity. 

The Annunciation is given a distinctive 
architectural setting. The arcades and the 
hanging lamp all suggest a church. Artistic 
convention sometimes places St Luke’s 
story in a church. St Luke merely mentions 
Nazareth. Later theology and spirituality 
have woven a rich tapestry around his bare 
threads. Mary is shown seated in the 
church on a flight of steps where an altar 
might be. In the Old and New Testaments 
an altar is the meeting place of heaven and 



December prayer diary compiled by John Manley 


earth where offerings and sacrifices 
are made to God. By saying ‘Yes’ to 
God Mary becomes a meeting place 
of earth and heaven, offering her 
body and life to God in giving birth to 
Jesus. The meaning of the story of 
the Annunciation is shown by the 
composition of the panel. The 
breaking down of the barriers 
between heaven and earth, God and 
humanity, is conveyed by the rigid 
structure of the arcade cut by the 
sweeping diagonals of Mary, Gabriel 
and the Holy Spirit. 

A Trinitarian theme underlies the 
composition. In the central spandrel, 
the triangular shape between the 
arches, are three triangles 
surrounding three circles unified in 
one circle. The repetition of ‘three’ 
suggests the Holy Trinity. Once we 
realise this we see the Trinity in 
triangular composition of Gabriel, 
the Father’s messenger, the Son, 
conceived in Mary, and the dove of 
the Holy Spirit. Through the gazes, 
gestures and movements of the 
three participants, the Annunciatiorv 
catches our humanity up into the 
communal life of the Trinity. 

Mary is the first Christian, the first 
to believe the gospel of Jesus Christ 
spoken to her by the angel Gabriel. 
As the first Christian she is a symbol 
for all Christians and a pattern of our 
relationship with God. Mary is the 
pre-eminent Advent figure. Like Mary 
we are called to have the faith and 
courage to respond to God's Word, 
to ‘give birth’ to Jesus, by making him 
a reality in this world through our 
lives and actions lived in love. 

The Revd Guy Cole is Rector of St 
Michael and St Mary Magdalene r , 
Easthampstead. 


Pray to the Father through the Son 
in the power of the Spirit for: 

Tut 1i Nicholas Ferrar, deacon, 
founder of the Little Gidding 
community Bicester & Islip Deanery: 
area dean Charles Masheder, lay 
chairman Robert Drummond-Hay, 
ecumenical representative Mrs K 
Stoddart. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Wod 2s Akeman: clergy Derek 
Walker, Jane Hemmings; LLMs Paul 
Clifford, Michael Nunn, Elizabeth 
Taylor, LLM emeritus Grant Lee. All at 
Bletchingdon Parochial (VC), 
Chesterton (VA) and Kirtlington (VA) 
Schools. 

Thu 3s Francis Xavier, missionary 

Bicester with Bucknell, Caversfield 
and Launton: clergy Theresa Scott. 
Chris Boyce, Margaret Mullins, Robert 
Atkins, Etienne van Blerk; LLMs Colin 
Cockshaw, Mary Roe. All at Bicester St 
Edburg's (VA) and Launton (VC) 
Schools. 

Frt 4s John of Damascus, monk, 
teacher of the faith Cherwell Valley: 
clergy Paul Hunt, Edward Green, Ian 
Biscoe. All at Fritwell (VC), Upper 
Heyford Proposed (VA) Schools. 

Sat Ss Emmanuel Church Bicester 
Conventional District: clergy Chris 


Boyce. 

Sun 6s Advent 2 Heyford Park 
Conventional District 

Mon 7 1 Ambrose, bishop, teacher of 
the faith Rousham: clergy Richard 
Smail. 

Tuo 8s Conception of the BVM 
Shelswell: clergy Chris Hargraves, 
Marion Reynolds; LLM Penny Wood. 
All at Finmere (VC) and Fringford (VC) 
Schools. 

Wad 9s Ember Day Ray Valley: 
clergy Charles Masheder, Andrew 
Rycraft, Anand Sodadasi, David 
Wippel, Richard Marshall; LLM Glenys 
Edwards. All at Chariton-on-Otmoor 
(VC) and Islip Dr Souths (VA) Schools. 

Thu 10s Bradfield Deanery: area 
dean Pete Steele, lay chairman Chris 
Newman. The people, wardens, PCCs 
and support staff of the deanery. 

Fri 1 1 s Ember Day Aldermaston, 
Beenham Valence, Brimpton, 
Midgham, Wasing and 
Woolhampton: clergy Pete Steele, 

Des Foote, Elizabeth Oke; LLM 
Hanslip Long. All at Aldermaston (VC), 
Brimpton (VC), Woolhampton (VA) 
Schools. 

Sat 12s Ember Day. John Stansfield. 
priest, philanthropist Basildon with 
Aldworth and Ashampstead: Clergy 


Will Watts (to be licensed in January); 
LLMs Margaret Davey, Jonathan 
Sandbach. All at Basildon (VC) School. 

Sun 1 3s Samuel Johnson, moralist 
(Advent 3) Bradfield, Bucklebury and 
Stanford Dingley: clergy Julian 
Gadsby, David Chattell, Rosemary 
Green, Raymond Obin, Lyn Bliss; LLM 
Ruth Chattell, Michael Kerry, David 
Sammon. All at Bradfield (VA) and 
Bucklebury (VC) Schools. 

Mon 14s John of the Cross, poet, 
teacher of the faith Burghfield: clergy 
Gill Lovell, Mary Harwood. All at 
Burghfield St Mary's (VC) School. 

Tuo 18s Pangbourne with 
Tidmarsh and Sulham: clergy Heather 
Parbury. 

Wod 16s Purtey: clergy David 
Archer, Andrew Mackie, Jean Rothery. 
All at Puriey (VC) School. 

Thu 17s John Stansfield, priest, 
philanthropist Stratfield Mortimer and 
Mortimer West End with Padworth: 
clergy Paul Chaplin, Juliet Straw. All at 
Mortimer St John’s (VC), Mortimer St 
Mary's (VA) Schools. 

Frl 18s Sulhamstead Abbots and 
Bannister with Ufton Nervet: clergy 
Peter Dewey, Anthony Peabody. All at 
Sulhamstead/Ufton Nervet (VA) 

School. 


Sot 19s Theale and Englefieid: 

clergy Geoffrey Borrowdale, Brian 
Spence; LLM emeritus Chris 
Braddock. All at Theale (VC) and 
Englefieid (VA) Schools. 

Sun 20s Advent 4 Aylesbury 
Deanery: area dean Tina Stirling, 
associate area dean Andrew Blyth, lay 
chairman Nigel Featherstone. For an 
imaginative and appropriate response 
to the vastly increasing population in 
Aylesbury in the coming years.The 
people, wardens, PCCs and support 
staff of the deanery. 

Mon 21 s Aylesbury with Bierton 
and Hulcott, Quarrendon: clergy 
Shane Wood, Mark Ackford, Rosemary 
Rycraft, Tony Willis, Michaela Wood, 
David Cloake. Luke Lee. Donald 
Rydings; children and community 
worker Suzanne Ackford; LLM Earle 
Noel. All at Aylesbury St Mary’s (VC) 
and Bierton (VC) Schools. 

Tuo 22s Bedgrove: clergy Martin 
Kuhrt; LLM Marie Carey. 

Wod 23s Bernwode: clergy Tina 
Stirling, Jenny Edmans, Lesley 
Fellows. All at Brill (VC) School. 

Thu 24s Christmas Eve Broughton: 
clergy Mike Butterworth. 

Frl 25s Christmas Day Haddenham 


with Cuddington and Kingsey and 
Aston Sandford: clergy Margot 
Hodson, John Race. All at 
Haddenham St Mary’s (VC), 

Cuddington and Dinton (VA) Schools. 

Sot 26s Stephen, deacon, martyr 

Long Crendon with Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon: clergy John 
Wynbume; LLM John Scholefield. ^ 

Sun 27s John, apostle, evangelist 
(Christmas 1) Risborough: clergy 
David Williams. David Dewick, Denise 
Critchell, (mission enabler) James 
Tomkins; lay worker Norman Critchell. 
All at Lacey Green St John’s (VA), 
Speen (VA), Monks Risborough (VC), 
Longwick (VC) Schools. 

Mon 28s The Holy Innocents 
Southcourt: clergy David Lawton, 
Jonathan Hawkins. 

Tuo 29s Thomas Becket, 
archbishop, martyr Stone with Dinton 
and Hartwell: LLM Avril Clark. All at 
Stone (VC) School. 

Wod 30s Walton Holy Trinity: 

clergy Andrew Blyth, Robert Legge; 
worship pastor Peter Wheeler LLM 
Tony Collins, Alan Foster, Martin 
Roper; pastoral worker Lynne Hurry. 

Thu 31s John Wyclif, reformer 

Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley 9 
and Shabbington: clergy David 
Kaboleh. AJI at Oakley (VC) School. 
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Church youth worker turned 
mental health practitioner 
Clare Cardy tells Sarah 
Meyrick about her faith and 
the challenges of her new 
career. 

T’S BEEN really challenging to 
my faith,’ says Clare reflecting on 
her new job as a trainee mental 
health practitioner. There are a 
lot of situations where I would 
want to sit and pray and bring God into the 
situation, and I’m not able to. There is a 
chaplaincy team, and I’m hoping to link up 
with them, but so far I’ve found working in 
mental health really challenging.’ 

Clare, who is 23, works on the Acute Adult 
Ward at the Wameford Hospital in Oxford. 
One day a week she studies for her Masters in 
Mental Health Studies. Until recently she was a 
church youth worker; it was this, alongside a 
very personal experience of mental illness, 
that led her into her current role. 

‘I came across a lot of mental health issues, 
such as eating disorders, self- harm and suicide 
attempts,' she says. ‘I was quite ill with 
depression last year, so I am now both a serv ice 
user and a service provider.’ 

She describes this as ‘a blessing and a curse’. 


• ‘This job was advertised as 
about “ making a difference ” 
and that is what I hope Tm 
doing. ' 


Depression set in through burn-out. “I was 
newly married and I had a lot going on in my 
life. That triggered me into thinking about 
working in mental health. Now I’m getting the 
support and medication I need. I'm more 
stable. 

* But at the time it was hard to get people to 
take me seriously. This job was advertised as 



Claire is pictured in Vietam, above and right at 
home in north Oxfordshire. 


about “making a difference" and that is what I 
hope I’m doing.’ She says she had an out-dated 
view of a mental hospital. Instead of a row of 
beds she found ‘a lovely environment, like a 
nice hotel’. She feels she has learnt a lot, very 
fast. ‘There are people I'd find threatening on 
the street but I’ve learned how to deal with 
them, so I'm not scared any more.’ 

But it’s hard to take her faith into work. ‘It’s 
unsettled [my faith],’ she admits. ‘So many of 
the patients have some kind of religious 
delusion, and they keep talking about what 
God or the devil is telling them to do, and it’s 
hard to sort out what is reality' and what isn’t. If 
all these people have a Christian background 
and have ended up in a psychiatric ward, why 
has religion confused them so much? The 
other staff see all delusions as psychotic, 
whereas charismatic Christians might describe 
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it as spiritual warfare. As a Christian, I find it 
very hard to draw the line.’ 

Clare is from a close, Christian family, one of 
four children. Her father was a vicar (he’s now 
the Bishop of Carlisle). ‘I made my own 
commitment at the age of 14,’ she says. ‘Since 
then I’ve been a very devout believer, but I’ve 
been through a lot. Sometimes I wonder where 
God is and why he’s letting these things 
happen in my life.’ 

‘ .. I've been a very devout 
believer \ but I've been 
through a lot. ' 


.After school she spent six months in South 
East Asia, where she worked in an orphanage 
and taught English. She’s been back every year 
since, and talks about one day adopting or 
fostering. On her return to the UK she moved 
to Oxford to study for a degree in youth 
ministry. As part of the course she went on a 
placement in die Deddington benefice, and 
stayed on. 


‘...you've got to keep your 
sense of humour working in 
mental health... ' 


It might all have been rather different. She 
had just been accepted as an actress by 
Saltmine Theatre Company, when she met her 
husband, Jon, a youth worker at the Warriner 
School in north Oxfordshire. Plans for the 
future include publishing a book of poetry and 
art with a friend, as a basis for workshops. ‘The 
most important thing I’ve learned is that 
you’ve got to keep your sense of humour to 
work in mental health,’ she says. ‘Or you burn 
out.’ 

Clare is available for performance poetry sessions 
and is looking for a potential publisher for her book. 
Email Clare on cmchiatSihotmaiLcom. 



Is something 
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Finding it hard to meet 
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